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Jack Honniball joined the State Library of Western Australia in 1958, which was then 

located along with the Museum and Art Gallery in James Street, in 1985 the State Library 

moved into its current location in the Alexander Library building. Jack was employed for 

most of his working career in the State Film Archives and at his retirement in 1989 was 

Head of the Archive. His knowledge of all the collections in Battye Library is extensive and 

impressive, and his tenacity and research skills are renowned.  He has written more than ten 

articles for the Royal Western Australian Historical Society (Inc.), which in 1986 conferred 

on him their highest honour ï Fellowship of the Society.  

  

A member of the Friends of Battye Library Inc. since its inception and a passionate 

supporter, Jack became editor of the Friends Newsletter in October 1983. His last newsletter 

as editor was in September 1987 with Edition No. 29, in the very next edition Jackôs Back 

was born. 

  

Michael Bosworth took over the role of editor from Jack and he noted that - He may have 

relinquished his post as editor, but he is allotted a page, and sometimes more, where he 

will continue to keep us informed about diverse matters of general interest. 

  

In 2006 the Friends of Battye Library Inc. added to his many honours, by listing him as a 

Gem of Time ï a list that will last to acknowledge the contribution of outstanding men and 

women to the recording, collection and preservation of Western Australiaôs history. 

  

The chatty Jackôs Back page for many years has been a regular and much appreciated 

contribution. Jack has written 116 stories to date only missing 15 editions over the 30 year 

period. 

 

Friends of Battye Library Inc. would like to congratulate Jack on his contribution and thank 

him for his time and lasting memories. 
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.ŀǧȅŜ !Ŏǉǳƛǎƛǝƻƴǎ 
 
DR. RICHARDSON'S JOURNAL. One of the most noteworthy acquisitions of recent months is a journal of 

210 pages kept by Henry Richardson, who came to Western Australia as surgeon-superintendent of the 

convict transport ship Sultana in 1859. To begin with, it is most welcome in that it fills a small gap in the 

records pertaining to a field which will always command a steady popular interest. Of the thirty-seven 

voyages which brought convicts to the colony between 1850 and 1868, the Sultana's is one of just a 

handful unrepresented in the series of official journals of the surgeons-superintendent which are held in the 

Public Record Office in England.  

 

In Battye, these series of journals are available on microfilm, thanks to the Australian Joint Copying Project 

- on reels 3181 (for MT32), 3187-3216 (for ADM101) and M708-712. The role of the surgeons and the sort 

of information to be found in their journals occupies a chapter in the standard work in this field - The 

Convict Ships 1787-1868, by Charles Bateson (1959).  

  

Like his colleagues on other ships, Richardson records the daily routines, the dietary fare, disciplinary 

matters, and the illnesses he attended. The story is further enlivened by occasional mention of Captain 

Finnerty, the guards and their families who accompanied the consignment of human cargo.  

  

But perhaps even greater interest attaches to Richardson's subsequent account of his five months' stay in 

the colony. In this time he met many of its most prominent personalities and made excursions to Northam, 

York, Bunbury and Busselton. Finally his journal records his return voyage to England on the Lord Raglan, 

and here he provides character sketches of such fellow passengers as J. S. Roe and the Burges brothers. 

  

ENQUIRIES: PIONEERS OLD AND NEW. Wide-ranging indeed is the nature of the queries that Battye 

receives and the research undertaken by its clientele. One interesting example this year was that of a 

researcher from an American university who came in to study the diaries of early settlers in Western 

Australia so that he might gain an insight into the responses of people who moved into a remote and alien 

environment. For his work on a space technology project, he wished to extrapolate from those early 

responses to the likely responses of future settlers in other planets, i.e. how they would feel, cope and 

adapt, etc.! 

 

Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 30; December 1987 

 
 

CǊƻƳ /ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ǘƻ .ƛŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ 
 
A Friend on the staff, Michael Nind found us the following leading article that appeared in the West 

Australian on 26th January 1888. Space permits only a part of it to be reproduced here. After reviewing the 

difficulties of the early settlers, it extols the effect the discoveries of gold had upon the eastern colonies. 

 

'It brought a rapid influx of free and adventurous population, it gave unlimited capital to work upon, it 

caused fresh industries to spring into existence, it provided abundant markets for stock and produce, and it 

inspired the people with that 'passion for wealth'... 

 

During sixty years out of the hundred which have passed today since Englishmen first undertook to make 

this continent their own, Western Australia has had a separate existence - cut off, unfortunately, from the 

glowing active life of her eastern neighbours. In this colony, hitherto, the history of the mother province 

has been repeated with singular exactitude the early struggle of the settlers with want, disappointment and 

disaster; the gradual progress brought about by dogged perseverance; the convict period and prison-like 

isolation; the extension of pastoral enterprise with brighter prospects of development; and finally, the 

discovery of gold. The similarity in the past may, we hope, be continued in the future, and this 

commemorative season prove a landmark to which we shall look back as fixing the time when Western 

Australia began to 'go the pace' as her eastern sisters had done before her, deriving capital, population and 

vigour from the golden treasure she is now commencing to unlock. Those of our colonists who join in the 

official celebration of today at the great and beautiful city near Phillip's landing place of a century ago will 

do so inspired by feelings of unwanted hope and pleasure. The good news they have lately been receiving 

will enable them to view the evidences of wealth and prosperity by which they are surrounded without envy 

or repining at the contrast with what they have left behind. 

 

They can look forward with confidence to the time when a return visit may be paid to a city as beautiful, 
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perhaps even to a city as great, on the banks of the river Swan, having a life as busy and full, as bright 

and varied as that of the capital now rejoicing in the hundredth anniversary of its birth. 

 

Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 31; February 1988 

 

 

{ŜǾŜƴ ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
 
Just at this momentous time for Battye and the State Archives we are fast approaching the seventh 

birthday of our association, and we now produce the statement of the sub-committee which was appointed 

to review the aims and objectives of the Friends. 

 

With this issue we also include an Index to the Newsletters that have been published thus far. As well as 

being a handy key for reference to back numbers, it is hoped this Index will provide a summary or general 

indication of the wide range of matters that have been brought before the Friends during the seven years. 

 

It is clear that the Friends have played a useful role and are in good shape today. At present the 

membership stands at 119, and the 49 Auxiliary Friends continue to do a lot of good work. The general 

meetings have always been quite well attended, and there is a good rapport between the Friends and the 

Library's staff. 

 

Over the years the funds raised by the association have been put to good use. Firstly they were devoted to 

two items of equipment that the Library stood in need of. Thereafter there was less call for this kind of 

expenditure, as Battye found itself very well equipped physically once it transferred to its handsome and 

purpose-designed premises in the new building in 1985. The Friends have also been ready to contribute 

towards the acquisition of expensive rarities in the fields of printed and manuscript material, but in two 

instances recently where valuable items were purchased from overseas, the necessary funds were finally 

forthcoming from other conventional sources. 

 

The Friends next devoted a substantial sum to the employment of several young people on specific 

projects for short periods, thus not only enabling the Library to get the necessary work done but also 

providing these people with experience of professional employment that is not easy to come by. For Battye 

this help has been particularly welcome at a time when the State Government has maintained rigid staff 

ceilings in the public service. However, even in this area the pressure has eased a little, as sometimes 

funds can be found for getting the required work done by contract. (For example, much of the work of 

microfilming the newspapers is done by contract though there is the equipment to do it in-house.) 

 

Once funds build up again, it may therefore be best to devote them next to the field of publishing. Battye 

itself has done comparatively little in producing printed finding-aids or in generally advertising its 

considerable resources in an attractive way. Nor is there much space in the Library Board's annual reports 

for full accounts of new acquisitions and details of the range of work performed; in any case its readership 

is limited. As was suggested in Newsletter No. 22, perhaps the aim should be to put out a good annual 

journal. Many of the articles that have appeared in our Newsletters are the sort of thing that could be 

considered suitable for inclusion in such a journal for general public consumption. 

 

Friends of Battye (Inc.) Newsletter Number 32; June 1988 
 
 

CƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
 
Some of Battye's readers in the past month or so and their wide-ranging interests. 
 
JOHN TONKIN of UWA, preparing a publication for the centenary of St George's Cathedral later this year, 
worked on the records of the Anglican Diocese of Perth, (currently being accessioned by a volunteer, Kath 
Edwards). 
 
EDWARD STOKES, a freelance writer/photographer from Canberra having driven the southern coastal 
roads worked on E. J. Eyre's journal of 1841 for an article to appear in Australian Geographic and a future 
book. 
 
MICHAEL HOLLIER, graduate student at Curtin University, worked on various 19th century government 
archives and newspapers for his thesis on the public service 1828-1905. 
 
W.W. RAWLINSON, formerly of Perth and now of Melbourne, enquired into the discovery and naming of the 



Rawlinson Range as part of his research into family history. 
 
BILL GRONO, lecturer in English at WACAE used Battye's poetry index, newspapers and other printed 
works for his comprehensive anthology of WA poetry 1829-1988, a Bicentennial work to be published 
later this year, entitled Margins. 
 
GAIL DUNCAN of Karridale, tapped various sources for a history of the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River; 
the official records of this shire are still held in situ. 
 
Rev. J. J. TREDWELL, pursued information about the career of the Revd. Harry Hinde who served in 
several country parishes from 1915, to be sent to the Hinde family in England. Mr. Tredwell has long 
been engaged on a biography of Rev. W.W. Tarleton, a tutor to the Egerton-Warburtonôs at Mount 
Barker in the 1860s and later a barrister in Sydney. 
 
DAVID HUTCHISON, former Curator of History at the WA Museum, studied records relating to the Gavin 
murder of 1844 for a novella which will concentrate on the tragedy of John Schoales. This will 
complement another novella already accepted for publication which treats community tensions 
surrounding a Japanese family at Yunderup in the early 1940s.  
 
Senator MARGARET REYNOLDS, Minister assisting the Prime Minister on the status of women, did some 
research in Battye while on a visit to Perth and was full of praise for the building, resources and staff. 
 
DAVID KLEMM, graduate student in Urban Studies at UWA looked at the records of the WA Land Co. to 
determine patterns of residential settlement in country towns for a major research project and seminar 
in Historical Geography. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 33; August 1988 
 
 

! ±ŀƭǳŀōƭŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ 
 
In his address to the Friends on 18th August, Professor Crowley touched briefly on one development 
with which he was closely associated soon after taking up his post at the University of Western 
Australia. This was the revival in 1953 of University Studies in History and Economics, a journal whose 
first volume embraced just two issues put out in 1934 and 1938. Dr Crowley introduced the first number 
of Volume II with a valuable historical survey entitled 'The Present State of Research in Western 
Australian History'. Thereafter a new issue of the journal came out nearly every year until 1970, though 
two modifications of title reflected the changing scope of its content; Volume III was called University 
Studies in Western Australian History, and with Volume IV it became University Studies in History. 
 
On the eve of his departure for Adelaide in 1964, Dr Crowley contributed another useful survey to the 
journal (Vol. IV No. 2 1963-4) called 'Western Australian History, 1956-1964: retrospect and prospect'. 
This article was complemented by one from Mollie Lukis under the title 'Western Australian Records, 
1949-1964: Acquisitions to the Battye Library'. The library's growing resources and its close connection 
with undergraduate research at UWA was further emphasised in an article in the 1969 issue (Vol. V No. 
3) which focused on 'The Annual Long Essay in Australian History' and listed 42 of the best essays 
deposited in Battye during the previous 15 years.  
 
After a seven year break, UWA's Department of History launched a new serial in 1971 which was clearly 
a lineal successor to the earlier journal; bearing the title Studies in Western Australian History, its 
numbering started from Volume I again. It soon became the standard practice for each issue to contain 
several articles on one general theme, and from the outset it has also included a section for book 
reviews. Another noteworthy feature has been a number of 'Archival Notes', which began in Vol. III 
(1978) with a description of 'The Records of the Supreme Court of Western Australia' by Dr Tom 
Stannage. (Negotiations are now in process for the transfer of many of these to the State Archives). To 
Volumes VIII (1984) and IX (1987), two members of Battye's staff - Tom Reynolds and Robin South - 
contributed listings of the Library's records and photographs pertaining to the respective general themes 
óEuropean-Aboriginal Relationsô and óReligion and Societyô. The journal is thus a very useful vehicle for 
presenting details of the stateôs archival resources in particular areas to a potentially wide and 
appreciative audiences. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 34; October 1988 
 
 

DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ LƴŘŜȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜǎ 
 
Users of the library, both regulars and newcomers, can benefit considerably from this new Guide which 
was compiled by Steve Howell just before he went off to Canada. 
 
Consisting of 54 sheets in a loose leaf folder, it now reside atop the set of drawers containing the Main 
Battye Catalogue. It succinctly describes the nature and scope of all the various indexes that Battye and 
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the Archives have either produced in-house, or acquired from external sources. Nowadays when their 
availability only in microform makes so many archival records and their indexes rather difficult to scan 
and comprehend easily, it is especially useful to have such a concise overall Guide as an introduction to 
them. Furthermore, the Guide begins with an index to its own content! 
 
1. Introduction 

2. Definitions of material 

3. Old Subject Catalogue (OSC) 

4. The Main Battye Catalogue (MBC) 

5. The Serials Catalogue (SC) 

6. Indexes on microfiche 

7. The General Index (GI) 

8. The Biographical Index (BI) 

9. Colonial Vessel and Shipwrecks Index 

10. Reviews/Authors Index 

11. The New General Index 

12. The Colonial Secretary's Office Index 

13. Arrivals Index 

14. Ships Index 

15. Lands Index 

16. Poetry Index 

17. The Old Map Catalogue 

18. The New Map Catalogue 

19. Public Works Dept. Plans Index 

20. Maps from Mines Department/Geological Survey Annual Reports 

21. Railway Plans 

22. Pictorial Collection - B Collection Index 

23. Pictorial Collection - Index to BA and P Print collections 

24. Pictorial Collection - Art Index 

25. Pictorial Collection - File Indexes 

26. Schools Index 

27. State Film Archives - On Line Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) 

28. Oral History Author File 

29. State Reference Library Catalogue 

30. State Library Service of WA Literary Catalogue 

31. Alphabetical Index to Stations and Homesteads listed in AN3 

32. Alphabetical Index to Towns etc. listed in AN 3 Inventory 

33. Western Australian Biographical Index (WABI) pre 1827-1914 

34. WABI - Almanacs and Directories 

35. WABI  - Employers of Ticket of Leave Men 

36. WABI  - References to Convict Records 

37. WABI  - Passenger arrivals and departures listed in newspapers 1869-1888 

38. WABI  - Police in Western Australia 

39. Church of England Baptisms, Burials and Marriages, 1850-1868 

40. WABI - York Census 1859 

41. WABI  - Sources in Battye Library and other institutions 

42. Eastern Goldfields Cemetery Records 

43. WABI - Contributors to the Western Australian Biographical Index 

44. Registrar General's Office Indexes to births deaths and marriages 

45. Karrakatta Cemetery Board Burial and Cremation Index 

46.     Western Australian Genealogical Society's Index to Passenger Arrivals at Albany from overseas 

48. Lands and Surveys Road Names Index 
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49. Lands and Surveys Nomenclature Index 

50. Department, of Agriculture Transmittal KWOC (Key Word out of Context) List 

51. Parliamentary Library Index 

52. WA Institute of Technology Author/Title/Subject Index 

53. The West Australian microfilm Index 

54. Guides to the Newspaper Collection 

 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 35; November 1988 
 
 

! ²ŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ CƛƭƳǎ 
 
In the world of film archives, it is generally accepted that the custodial institutions should hold 
screenings of selections from their stock for the general public of special-interest groups either regularly 
or from time to time. Its tiny staffing complement has meant that the State Film Archives has been 
unable to give high priority to the field of exhibition. However, in the ten years that it has been attached 
to the Battye Library, it has been able to manage an average of three such screenings a year and to 
show a total of about eighty different items. In the past the most ambitious effort was a series of three 
screenings that were associated with the Moving Image exhibition in 1985. How during February, the 
public has the opportunity to see a total of 34 items in a series entitled 'Fragile Vision' at the library 
theatre. Details of these appear elsewhere in this issue. 
 
 

*  * * * * * * * * * 
 
Among the special-interest groups that have enjoyed the offerings of the State Film Archives has been 
the Friends of Battye. For the sake of the record, the films that were shown at the annual Christmas 
gathering were: W. OWEN: PERSONAL FILM (1932). A South-West train trip; A Parade of Floats for Wool 
Week and Empire Shopping Week. CHRISTMAS 1946. The Montagu family opening their presents 
WESTWARD HO! (1945): Scenes of Perth and tourist resorts. DAILY MIRACLE (1949): The West 
Australian under production ALL POINTS NORTH (1957): Towns and industries served by M.M.A. 
 
 

*  * * * * * * * * * 
 
At a recent social event in honour of their Canadian colleague and his wife, members of staff switched 
from their usual preoccupation with things Westralian and viewed a programme of ten Canadian films. 
The most noteworthy, perhaps, was A CITY OF GOLD, a nostalgic re-creation of Dawson City and the 
Klondike gold-rush of 1896-8. (It provoked comparisons and contrasts with WA's own gold rush). 
Another five films also had an historical emphasis, two were relatively modem travelogues, and two 
animated productions offered light relief. Eight of the ten items came from the State Film Centre, and 
served to show the wealth of material that can generally be obtained from that source for groups or 
gatherings requiring a particular focus. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 36; February 1989 
 
 

wŜŎŜƴǘ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǧȅŜ 
 
The Battye Library has long been proud of its close association with local scholarship and research. In 
recent weeks the following people have been among our readers, and their names are recorded here 
with their consent. 
 
Dr Rica ERICKSON continues to sift through a wide range of records to uncover the life-stories of all 
kinds of free immigrants who arrived in the years 1849-89. A good majority of these settlers were 
women, and so, after five years in the making, the book she expects to publish next year is likely to 
bear the title The Bride Ships. 
 
Marlon BENJAMIN, assisted by Minnie Van LEEUWEN and Marie HARRIS has been searching CSO, Prison 
and Court records in order to draw up a comprehensive list of the Aborigines who were  
imprisoned on Rottnest Island; a record which will show their place of origin, date of conviction and 
nature of sentence. A 'labour of love', this project is expected to culminate in a ceremony to be held on 
Rottnest which will offer recognition and respect to the men who died in detention there. 
 
Emeritus Professor Martyn WEBB, undertaking a history of Kalgoorlie, reports having gained new  
insights into administration aspects of the gold rush through his examination of the files of the Mines 
Department, in its first decade. The recent labours in Battye of his wife Audrey, have been rewarded in 
the publication: by UWA Press of her book on Kondinin-Kalgarin-Hyden.  
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John MACARTHUR is compiling an officially-backed history (1829-1974) of the Police Force, in which 
department he works as a public servant in charge of training and development. As yet in the early 
stages of his task, he has been studying CSO and AJCP records and early newspapers. Another long 
absorbing, but unrelated interest of his, is the sinking of the HMAS Sydney. 
 
Allan ('Slim') CARPENTER, retired mechanical fitter, has been seeking details about a petrol bowser 
which was made by the Perth engineering firm, Tate & Co, for Vacuum Oil in about 1922, and which he 
is restoring to mint condition for a country fuel agent. From early journals of the automotive industry, 
and from directories, he has found useful information about the bowser as well as the now-defunct 
manufacturing firm. 
 
Ivan KING, Perth Theatre Trust archivist, has obtained photographs and reader-prints of newspaper 
items relating to former Perth Theatres, The Royal and the Capitol, for use in forthcoming exhibitions at 
His Majestyôs Theatre. Friends can see these displays in the upstairs foyer of this grand Edwardian 
theatre. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 37; April 1989 
 
 

CǊƻƳ ŀ .ǳǎƳŀƴΩǎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ 
 
(Jack has been asked to tell us something of his recent travels in Africa and Europe -Ed.) 
 
In reporting on visits to a number of major libraries and museums devoted to various spheres of  
history, I can only give a few fleeting impressions in the limited space available. With an introduction 
from Chris Coggin, I paid an all-too-brief visit to the spacious National Archives of Zimbabwe in  
Harare, which holds a wide range of materials. Its most striking component was the Beit Trust Gallery, 
in which artefacts, paintings and other pictorial items are displayed on a long-ten basis: a further  
exhibition in the foyer showed a host of t-shirts reflection political adherences and the fads of modern 
youth. I also noted that, since the country's independence, the Archives has been the repository for 
some unwanted statuary and for a number of metal plaques commemorating Rhodesia's involvement in 
two world wars. 
 
Many aspects of Zimbabwe's history are also shown in the fine National Museum at Bulawayo, and from 
photos of the city in the 1890s, I readily drew parallels with Contemporary Kalgoorlie. I also admired 
the recently produced National Tapestry (something like the Bayeux tapestry), with its scene depicting 
the arrival of the Fairbridge family in 1896. 
 
Having just read a book about Tutankhamun, I eagerly took in the treasures of his tomb on show at the 
Egyptian Museum in Cairo. But it was sad to see the tired condition and poor captions of the evidently 
long-unchanged display. Another large scale exposition of classical relics was savoured at the Pergamon 
Museum in East Berlin, while nearby, the Museum of German History provided grim reminders of the 
recent past heavily spiced with Communist propaganda. 
 
In Paris and London I revelled in seeing two large museums dedicated to the history of motion pictures. 
At the Museum of the Cinema in Paris, my limited French allowed me to absorb only a fraction of the 
tour guide's commentary, which doubtless could have considerably enhanced the great array of 
memorabilia. Even for non-English speakers, I felt a guided tour could hardly have added to the visitor's 
sense of involvement in the sparkling new and very imaginative Museum of the Moving Image in 
London. It requires several hours to do justice to the lavish and wide-ranging exhibits, and even them 
one need not watch in full the various film clips that are shown continuously at various points. An area 
for short-term displays focused on the career of Charlie Chaplin. The cost of admission and of a glossy 
souvenir booklet are well worth-while at some 3.0.0 each. 
 
Until it moves to St Pancras in three or four yearôs times, the British Library continues to share the  
famous British Museum building at its Bloomsbury site. The courtyard (with mobile refreshment stand), 
the steps, portico and lobby areas were all thronged with visitors on a sunny day in June. At their 
thresholds, each institution maintains a substantial bookshop-cum-souvenir stall, where business 
appeared to be brisk. While a visit to the Library's domed reading-room requires the possession of a 
reader's ticket, entry is unimpeded to other public areas which presented about a dozen attractive  
exhibitions based on themes, collections or formats. I lingered longest over a display entitled 'What use 
is a Map?' which was devoted to special purpose maps and the consumer's needs or viewpoint. I was 
much fascinated by a simple map found in 1841 that North American Indians had incised on the bark of 
a tree to show following travellers a route they were taking by land, river and lake. Closer to home, a 
group of three items showed the evolution in the 1930s of the stylised map of London's underground 
system, with a caption claiming that it is perhaps the world's best-known special-purpose map. Four of 
the seventy maps on display are Australian productions. Sponsored by a leading construction company 
this display is to remain in place until the end of 1990. 
 
On leaving the premises at 5.00 pm, I willingly contributed my mite to one of several glass-sided  
boxes that contained an impressive heap of money, including Ã5 and $5 notes; accompanying notices 
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proclaimed, 'We are trying to avoid charging for admission, and so your donation would be much  
appreciatedô. I also brought away a pamphlet explaining the role of the Friends of the British Library. 
Space precludes expanded mention of London's National Portrait Gallery, Leningrad's Hermitage  
Museum, France's Palace of Versailles, and other royal palaces, castles and venerable churches which all 
brought history to the fore in their various ways. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 39; August 1989 
 
 

¢ƘŜ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŀǘ Iƛǎ aŀƧŜǎǘȅϥǎ 
 
Mention has been made before of the splendid collection of theatrical memorabilia which the Perth Theatre 
Trust is building up in their archives at His Majesty's Theatre. Drawing on photographs, posters, printed 
programmes and the like, successive displays are mounted periodically in some twenty-five showcases in 
the dress-circle foyer. They provide an excellent focal point during the intermissions in performances at His 
Majesty's, and they are also viewable between 10 am and 4 pm on weekdays when the foyers are open to 
the public under the eye of the Friends of His Majesty's. 
 
Generally each exhibition has an overall theme, but the one now in place has an unusually varied subject 
content. A group of showcases near the head of the stairs is allocated to 'Singers of Renown', all of whom 
appeared in Perth in their day. Australians are well represented in Florence Austral, Elsa Stralia, Lorna 
Sydney, Amy Castles and Peter Dawson, while of overseas artists Dame Clara Butt is given most 
prominence. 
 
In the inner display area, attention is drawn to four great entertainers who came to Perth in the 1940s - 
Gracie Fields, Noel Coward, Bob Dyer and Jack Davey. The stars of Edwardian times are shown in collection 
of autographed photos which were issued as postcards.  
 
Turning to visiting ensembles, one case recalls the Georgia Minstrels who played at the Theatre Royal in 
1899, and another the Kiwi Revue Company which came to His Majesty's in 1946 and 1951. A case each is 
devoted to two world-famous musicians with close family ties to Western Australia Percy Grainger and Eileen 
Joyce. 
 
Focusing on local artists, the display takes in Linley Wilson and her dance recitals, the Pierrot troupe who 
performed in Queen's Gardens during World War 1 the teams of showgirls who graced various Perth stages 
in the years 1924-34, and Giovanni de Michelli (John Michaelides), an operatic baritone from Cyprus who 
settled in Perth in the 1920s. Four theatres who are accorded a showcase apiece are the Queen's Hall/
Regent/Metro in Perth, the Broadway in Victoria Park, the Princess at Fremantle, all now defunct, and the 
lately refurbished Lyceum/State/Astor in Mount Lawley. 
 
The next general display is to concentrate on the Perth Town Hall which has been a venue for all kinds of 
gatherings and entertainments for the past 120 years. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 40; October 1989 
 
 

нл ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ CƛƭƳ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ 
 
As is customary at our Christmas gathering, our attention is focused on the resources of the State Film 
Archives. This well-defined section of the Battye Library now has a history of twenty years, for it originated 
in 1969 as part of new developments in the Audio-Visual Education Branch of the Education Dept. In that 
year the new State Film Centre Committee spawned a sub-committee to take care of a quantity of old film 
that had accumulated at base in Leederville. 
 
A big factor in the nativity story was the tragic loss a little earlier of the large collection of original film that 
belonged to Fred Murphy, the State's leading film-maker in the inter-war years. Stored in a cave at 
Parkerville, it was completely destroyed in a fire lit by vandals! Several people then came forward showing 
concern for what remained of the local film heritage and were recruited to the new sub-committee. 
 
For nine years an officer of the Audio-Visual Branch tended the growing archival collection on a part-time 
basis. Under the Committeeôs guidance, old nitrate stock was transferred to safety film and newer 
productions were purchased from a modest budget. In 1977, a librarian experienced in film archives was 
engaged under contract and began cataloguing the older material. The next year the State Film Centre 
passed to the control of the Library Board and its Archives component was assigned to the Battye Library. 
The State Film Archives Committee continued to play a supervisory role until 1987. 
 
The first full-time staff member was appointed in June 1979 and, at premises in James St. the film archive 
was opened to the public. The next important advance came in 1985 when it moved into purposes-designed 
quarters within the Alexander Library Building. The new technical facilities included a range of viewing 
equipment for both film and video, a telecine unit for copying film on to video, and a cold-storage chamber 
for housing original film. In 1988 the State Film Archives took on an additional role as a base for local clients 
to use viewing stock supplied by the National Film and Sound Archive in Canberra. 
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The State Film Archives now has a stock of over 2,000 titles, which include both historical and contemporary 
productions and extensive runs of local news film. Public awareness of the collection is reflected in a steady 
stream of enquiries and in growing usage by Film-makers, historians and researchers. All the accessioning 
and cataloguing records are now in the Library's computerised database and can be searched on any of the 
online public access terminals. Despite minimal staffing, a lot has clearly been achieved in twenty years and 
Western Australia can take pride in being the only State in Australia to have such a facility and its 
considerable resources. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 41; November 1989 
 
 

! bƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 
 
A little explanation about the arrangement of one particular section of Battye's general book stock may be 
welcome to regular users who like to go straight to the shelves to find specific items, browse, or survey the 
section generally. Such readers are probably well aware that in most instances a book's classification is 
followed by the first three letters of the author's surname. This combination of numerals and letters is 
known as the 'call number' Thus: Crowley, F. K. Australia's Western Third is assigned 994.1/CRO.  
 
When in its early years the Battye Library performed its own cataloguing, it made a useful exception to the 
general rule in one very significant area of Westraliana. For books dealing with the history of particular 
localities and regions (which have the extended classification 994.11 to 994.17) the author suffix was 
replaced by a suffix comprising the first three letters of the name of the place concerned. Later, when the 
Catalogues Division took responsibility for Battye's book stock in addition to that in other arms of the Library 
Service, Battye was obliged to accept new books with call numbers conforming to the general rule. 
 
Recently the Cataloguing Working Party accepted a recommendation that Battye's former practice be revived 
as the normal routine for all pertinent Western Australian material (i.e. for titles held both in Battye and in 
the circulation stock housed in public libraries). As considerations of cost usually preclude the re-cataloguing 
of earlier acquisitions to conform to new rulings, there is now a mixture of the two systems in the one 
sequence on Battye's shelves. This situation is unfortunate, but, of well over one thousand titles involved, 
there is probably a good majority with the place suffix.  
 
Under the newly accepted system, the suffix is clear-cut when a work covers the history of a single area. As 
examples: The Gosnells Story is assigned 994.11/GOS; Port of Pearls - 994.14/BRO; The Birth of a 
Principality - 994.13/HUT; White Feather: the Story of Kanowna - 994.16/KAN. 
 
There are also guidelines for instance which are not so clear. For a history of two areas treated equally, the 
suffix is applied for the area that comes first in the title: Leonora and Gwalia: an Historical Sketchbook is at 
Q994.16/LEO. If two or more areas are covered, but one of them more fully than the other(s), the suffix 
comes from the predominant area. But for a work on three or more areas, none of which is predominant, no 
place is singled out and the system reverts to an author suffix. Thus Anstery, S. The impact of the Great 
War on the Beverley, Toodyay and Murchison Goldfield Communities is classed at Q994.12/ANS. 
 
Works on the settlement of Western Australia up to 1850 are given the call number for Perth. 
 
Incidentally, where there were two formerly separate sequences for quarto books (prefixed by Q) and octavo 
size respectively, the two have latterly been amalgamated into one. 
 
Of the Dewey decimal classification system, more anon. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 42; March 1990 
 
 

! ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ 5ƻƭŀΩǎ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ .ǊŀƴŎƘ 
 
In another capacity, as members of the Australian Society of Archivists, a number of Friends recently 
enjoyed a behind-the-scenes visit to a key government department which has long been a source of 
valuable public archives as well as the continuing custodian of records which formalise our whole heritage in 
respect of land. Now known as the Department of Land Administration (DOLA), it was formerly the 
Department Of Lands and Surveys and the Office of Titles. 
 
Under the guidance of three officers of the department, the visitors saw three important aspects of its work. 
The first host demonstrated how file records are controlled by a computer system; the second gave a talk on 
the way records are marked for retention or disposal; and the third conducted a tour of the Titles Office. 
 
Housed in the warren of a basement, DOLAôs records are extensive indeed, and at present its disposition 
programme is proceeding with the added impetus of the departmentôs intended move to Midland at the end 
of 1992. There are numerous files that warrant early transfer to the State Archives, as well as a large 
number that are considered suitable for destruction. In close liaison with the staff of the State Archives, the 
scheduling is being carried out by two officers who have had the benefit of working in Battye and the 
Archives, Michael Nind and David Forrest.  
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Soon the Archives will receive large numbers of files dealing with Pastoral leases, Conditional purchases, 
Townsites, Reserves and Investigations. At present all files held within the department are deemed 
confidential, and so, with some exceptions, it is not possible for an enquirer to walk in off the street and 
hope to see old files (or new ones!). However, by maintaining an orderly disposal programme, it will be 
possible to keep a flow of records going to the State Archives for potential use by researchers.  
 
The touring archivists found their visit gave them a useful insight into a vast realm of records, and it is 
hoped there will be another opportunity in the near future for a similar visit on the part of another kindred 
body which could again embrace a number of Friends. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 43; May 1990 
 
 

! tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ tŀǎǎŀƎŜ 
 
The launching of the above named book took place within the library on Friday 1st June, happy Foundation 
Day and exactly 140 years after the arrival of the first convict ship. It was published by Fremantle Arts 
Centre Press in co-operation with LISWA, and received financial backing from BP Australia Ltd handsomely 
presented, it contains 144 pages of main text, plus 21 pages of  
appendices and 25 pages of nicely reproduced illustrations. 
 
Although subtitled The Journals of Henry Richardson. Surgeon Superintendent Aboard the Convict Ship 
Sultan It also contains an account of Richardson's five months' sojourn in the colony in 1659-60 and a 
Journal of his return voyage to England aboard the Lord Raglan. Arranged in three sections accordingly, the 
main text is a faithful transcription of the original manuscript which the Battye Library acquired in 1967 and 
noted in Newsletter No. 30. As an appendix, the book conveniently lists the names of the 224 prisoners 
disgorged at Fremantle on 19th August 1859.  
 
Perhaps the greatest Interest attaches to the much travelled doctor's experiences within the colony. He was 
lucky to be here throughout spring and summer, for the season no doubt made his journeys to the Avon 
Valley and the South West all the more pleasant. The warm hospitality of the colonists added considerably to 
his comfort. Clearly the isolated settlers were glad of the opportunity to get up a little dance when a new 
eligible bachelor was in their midst - and the doctor certainly had an eye for the ladies. 

 
A good deal of the preparatory work for the 
publication was performed by Library staff, but it is 
a pity that the task was not carried further. 
Richardson gives some excellent pen portraits of a 
number of leading colonists and footnotes giving 
pertinent information about people mentioned would 
be useful. It would be nice to know if Dr and Mrs 
Shipton were re-united and stayed together in the 
long run. 
 
More than anything though, the book should have 
been provided with an Index, even if only of the 
personal and geographical names. 
 
Though a choicer phrase could have replaced a ófirst
-hand insightô, the blurb is right in hailing A Pleasant 
Passage as a fascinating personal diary and a most 
valuable and highly readable historical record. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 44; July 1990 
 
 

±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ŦŀǊ 
 
Amongst its wide-ranging clientele The Battye Library has long drawn the occasional visitor from overseas 

who comes to Perth to pursue a line of research at first hand. Two such visitors were here in July. 

 

Mr Gustave Rathe, of Santa Fe. U.S.A. a former naval officer and businessman, made his third visit to 

Western Australia for the launching of his book The Wreck of the Barque Stefano off the North West Cape of 

Australia in 1875. On previous visits in 1982 and 1987 he worked on various archival records for details to 

complement the main source for his book - a manuscript account of the shipwreck, castaways and rescue 



 

that was recorded by his grandfather. On his latest visit Mr Rathe came to the Library to study various 

maps with the aim of determining the locations where most of his grandfather's fellow crewmen finally 

perished in 1876.  He hopes in due course to erect a memorial to them. 

 

Mr Mikio Osawa, of Yokohama. Japan, was making his second visit to Australia, having previously been 

stationed in Sydney for a term as correspondent of the Japan Economic Journal. Aided by a grant from the 

Australia-Japan Foundation, he is now writing a novel based on a love triangle within the Japanese 

community in the heyday of the Eastern Goldfields. The episode ended in tragedy when Chomatsu Yabu 

murdered a fellow-laundryman and a prostitute at Kanowna in 1902. 

 

In his research in Battye, Mr Osawa worked on contemporary Goldfields newspapers and on other 

publications which provide a flavour of the times. He also visited Kalgoorlie to gain acquaintance with the 

scene and to meet Mrs Norma King who covered the story of the tragedy briefly in her recent book 

Daughters of Midas. 

 

Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 45; September 1990 
 
 

¢ƘŜ tŀǊŎƘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ tǊƛƴǘƻǳǘ 9ȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ 
 
Friends who have not already done so are well advised to have a look at the current exhibition on the 
ground floor of the Alexander Library Building before it closes on 30th November. It includes many valuable 
and interesting items from Battye and the State Archives, and from elsewhere, which are only brought out 
from behind the scenes on rare occasions. 
 
Entitled óParchment to Printout', the exhibition shows the historical development of the various means of 
spreading the written printed word in its widest sense. Assembled in eight sections, it focuses on the 
History of Paper, the Development of Printing, the History of the State Printing Division, Maps and Charts, 
Westraliana, Music, Australian Childrenôs Literature and the Right to Read.  
 
In illustrating óthe changing face of records' in Western Australia, the display draws from both  
manuscript and printed resources. From both these realms there are examples of early newspapers, some 
issued in the new colony in the first few years, and one produced aboard a convict ship in 1867. Other 
manuscript items are the document proclaiming Stirlingôs commission as Governor (1831), the first 
Executive Council minute book, records relating to telegraphy and telephony 1869-86, notable 
departmental files of 1887 and 1895, and an illuminated valedictory address of 1920. 
 
The printed Westraliana includes the first book published in the colony (1835), a book of poetry (1873), a 
poster advertising a theatrical performance in 1839, a printeryôs advertising pamphlet of 1899, the 
Christmas editions of the Western Mail newspaper for 1905 and 1926, and a few items of modern 
ephemera.  
 
In the category of plans are examples relating to the Supreme Court building (1901) and Fremantle 
Harbour works (1875, 1903). The cartographic material shown embraces a Dutch map of the Indian Ocean 
(1666), a ósketchô of the Swan River Colony (1831), a map of the Port Hedland/East Pilbara area (1950), a 
Braille map of the Swan River (1983) and an image of all Australia recorded by  
satellite (1987). 
 
A well-illustrated brochure is available, as a souvenir rather than a catalogue. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 46; November 1990  
 
 

{ǘΦ ±ŀƭŜƴǝƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
 
A little rummage through the greetings cards on sale at stationary shops shows that practically 'anything 
goes' nowadays in the content of messages that pass between lovers in observance of St Valentine's Day. 
Many people would be quite surprised to learn that the situation was far from decorous in mid-Victorian 
times too, even in this very colony of ours. Battye's General Index has five references to the subject in the 
newspapers for the ten years 1868-1877. The first was in The Inquirer, 19 February 1868: 
 
'The time honoured custom of recognizing the existence of the immortal saint in the exchange of  
valentines continues in this colony and, may he, will ever do so; but the character of the pictures which 
have been circulated through the post for the last few days is sufficient even to shock the most immodest 
of our community, to say nothing of the indelicate verses that almost invariably  
accompanied them.'  
 
The paper urged the Post Office to take action against 'such outrages on common decencyô by  
withholding delivery of envelopes that bore obscenities externally; under a local ordinance, it reminded its 
readers, the vendors of such material were liable to a most severe penalty.  
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Several times the loquacious editors recalled the simple and innocent customs with which the day was once 
observed in Britain, when their ancestors sent out 'curiously worded couplers breathing perpetual ardour 
and admiration.' 
 
In 1874 the Herald continuing the motif wrote: óNever, perhaps, was there a theme so capable of  
variations, and the art, taste.. and ingenuity brought to bear on the subject by the purveyors of  
valentines may be witnessed on flattening your nose against our shop-windows. 'It recommended a revival 
of the old practice whereby bachelors and spinsters gathered for party games, though it conceded that the 
nature of the games might need changing to meet the ósocial requirements' of modem times. 
 
The authorities took some action the following year, as the Fremantle paper reported: óA great many 
valentines with addresses bordering on the obscene have been stopped this year on their passage through 
the General Post Office, so that the intended bolts have miscarried... Even a dead mouse folded up like a 
diminutive wedding cake was sent through the post. A red herring, decorated with blue ribbons, and 
smelling highly, was esteemed a worthy valentine for a not over liberal person, whilst one young woman 
sent dolls, representing a baby, to different gentlemen, with the superscription ñGoing to see papa".' 
 
Again in 1876, the Inquirer; reported that young people continued to 'send valentines for fun,  
although the postman fails to see it, in spite of the gaudy pictures, paper-lace, and gold and silver leavesé' 
 
Finally in 1877 the same paper observed: óThe young flirts (both sexes) do not, it appears, intend letting St 
Valentineôs Day pass without the customary proceedings in reciprocating by flowers, hobgoblins, angels or 
babies the excessive love or hatred they retain, by signifying it, under cover in the highest or lowest 
formality'  
 
Plus ca changeé but at least there is probably far less emphasis today on hatred, jealousy or sarcasm. And 
one wonders what little gems of reportage or editorial comment there may be at St Valentine's tide in the 
local newspapers of the Naughty Nineties and the Roaring Twenties that yet await full indexing and ready 
exploitation. 
 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 47; February 1991 
 
 

aƛŎǊƻŬƭƳƛƴƎ ¦ƴƛǘ 
 
The Archives Branch of the Public Library of Western Australia was just six years in operation when 
approval was obtained from State Cabinet to install a microfilm unit. The necessary camera was purchased, 
a dark-room was setup, and the first photographer was appointed in December 1951. 
 
The chief objective of the new development was to safeguard valuable resources represented by the 
Library's holdings of early newspapers that were fragile and often unique. Steady progress was made on 
the huge task of microfilming the papers over the years, and there was good co-operation from West 
Australian Newspapers Ltd and other publishers when called upon to supply missing and damaged pages 
from time to time. An early start was also made on copying contemporary newspapers while they were still 
in pristine condition. The whole operation brought the further benefit of easy retrieval and economic 
storage of the microfilmed holdings, and allowed the originals to be transferred to distant annexes. 
 
Another important use of the camera from the start was to film valuable collections of private archives 
when owners wanted to retain them but were willing to lend for copying. As time went on, copying was also 
undertaken of various series of government archives in the Library's custody, especially those in heavy 
demand. The Library soon obtained numerous reels of material filmed elsewhere, for example, parts of the 
Australian Joint Copying Project. 
 
As regards photographic hardware, the Library has continually striven to keep abreast of new technological 
developments, and the acquisition of a wide range of modern equipment was an integral part of the 
furnishing of the new Alexander Library Building. In response to the Functional Review of the Library 
Service, the Photographic Unit was excised from the Battye Library early in 1989 and along with the 
Conservation Unit became the Preservation Services Branch of the Corporate Services Directorate. 
 
The Battye Library now holds some 10,000 reels of microfilm (positives), to which the public has access on 
28 viewing machines and three reader-printers. 
 
In recent years a good deal of the microfilming program has been performed externally under contract. But 
funds for this are now limited, as in so many other areas. The Friends are therefore making a useful 
contribution to this area of the Battye Libraryôs work in sponsoring the filming of the Southern Argus. 
 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 48; May 1991 
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YƛƴŘǊŜŘ {ǇƛǊƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ {ŜǊƛŀƭǎ 
 
We are pleased to note the inception of a regular newsletter put out by the Western Australian Branch of 
the Australian Society of Archivists. Entitled Western Archives, three issues of it have been distributed 
since February last. In the latest, that for June, attention is fittingly drawn to the recent instances of 
destruction and disappearance of current official files as revealed by the present Royal Commission into WA 
INC. The newsletter reproduces the relevant articles that were published in both the news and editorial 
columns of the Sunday Times of 5th May 1991. These followed from concern that was expressed by 
Professor Leslie Marchant, who has long made extensive use of archives both here and overseas; at 
present he holds the position of visiting scholar with the Library and Information Service of WA. Indeed it 
caused a question to be asked in Parliament on 13th June. 
 
A number of friends also belong to the Society of Archivists, but this sorry situation regarding the loss of 
part of the State's heritage of public records is naturally of concern to the Friends as a whole. 
 
The Professional Historians and Researchers Association (WA) Inc. is another local body which puts out a 
substantial bimonthly newsletter and whose membership also includes several Friends. This publication 
began in December 1988, soon after the body's foundation, and the sequence has reached no. 16. The 
successive Issues contain numerous articles and other short items that are likely to be of interest to a 
wider of section of the Friends. 
 
Of earlier birth and more widely known in the general community is the newsletter of the WA Branch of the 
Oral History Association of Australia. Founded in 1978, it adopted the title of Play Back in 1987. 
 
Since 1979 the vigorous Western Australian Genealogical Society has issued an impressive quarterly 
journal, Western Ancestor, and the Society's Convict Historical Research Group had put out its own small 
quarterly Convict Links since 1987. 
 
Reference sets of these, and indeed of many other newsletters put out by a host of organisations, are held 
In the Battye Library's Serials Collection, and can be readily consulted at any time. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 49; July 1991 
 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ¦ƭǝƳŀ ¢ƘǳƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мутлǎ 
 
One rather unusual item in Battye's PR (Ephemera) Collection is a volume of press clippings  
pertaining to Western Australia taken from the Melbourne newspaper Argus in the years 1870 to 1876. In 
that period the paper presented a regular column supplied by its own correspondents in all the other 
Australian colonies, New Zealand and Fiji. 
 
For more than a century the Argus was one of Australia's foremost newspapers. The Public Library of 
Western Australia was able to build up a run of the paper going well back before its own foundation, and 
finally held over 300 bound volumes of it. These were eventually discarded in the early 1970s when the 
State Library acquired a near complete run of the paper on microfilm. Just before the hefty volumes were 
dumped, a friend of the Battye Library volunteered to cut from them the relevant items emanating from 
Western Australia and pasted them into the scrapbook that is now PR10022. 
 
Newspapers of a century ago were not in the habit of printing the names of their journalists, but it was well 
known that George Chamier was the contributor of the first eight articles from Western Australia that 
appeared during the first quarter of 1870. 
 
Chamier's series of articles began with an introductory one and then focused in turn on Albany, the Albany-
Perth road, Perth and Fremantle. There after the column relayed local news in general and, conveyed east 
by the regular mail steamers, appeared in the Melbourne at monthly intervals. It also gave some emphasis 
to such subjects as telegraphic and shipping communication, the merits of jarrah timber, and the efforts 
being made to develop local resources through Victorian enterprise and capital. Chamier's successor in 
reporting from 'this Ultima Thule of Creationô was Sir Thomas Cockburn-Campbell. 
 
The total number of clippings is 104, of which 81 were from the regular correspondent's series, and the 
other 23 were in the news and editorial columns. Together they give a good account of Western Australia 
over a period of six and a half years when it was struggling to do without the crutch of the Convict System 
and desperately seeking other bases for its economy. 
 
With judicious editorial additions and a selection of contemporary photographs, this collection of  
clippings could well be considered worthy of re-publication in book form. Originally designed to  
convey a picture of remote Western Australia of the 1870s to a readership that was distant  
geographically, the output of the special correspondents of yore could now present a fascinating  
picture to both a local and a wider readership that are far distant in time and scene portrayed. 
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Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 50; September 1991 
 
 

{ƘƛǇōƻŀǊŘ 5ƛŀǊƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ tǊƛƴǘ 
 
In association with the Library and Information Service of Western Australia (LISWA), Fremantle Arts 

Centre Press has recently put out another two attractive volumes in a series given over to the  

reproduction of diaries kept by ocean-voyagers on their way to Australia in times long past. The first in the 

series was from the pen of Dr Henry Richardson and entitled A Pleasant Passage (reviewed in Newsletter 

No. 44). All three to date are noteworthy for their nice combination of text with a range of well-chosen 

illustrations. 

 

Of modest proportions at 108 pages, the second is In Time For Lunch: The Personal Diary and the Official 

Journal of Douglas B. Derbyshire, Surgeon in Charge of the Young Women Emigrants Sailing in 

the S.S. Cornwall from England to Australia, 1898. The forty-six migrants whom the worthy doctor 

shepherded to Fremantle were sponsored by the colonial government and were expected to go into 

domestic service. The relatively lean entries of the diarist, which describe a healthy and harmonious 

voyage, are complemented by a lengthy poem contributed by a man who shared his cabin, H. Frederick. 

The original diary is held in the National Library. 

 

With 206 pages, the third volume is a lot more substantial and a handsome production indeed. The Voyage 
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Out: 100 Years of Sea Travel to Australia contains excerpts from the writings of  

seventeen passengers on fifteen voyages that took place between 1829 and 1921. Assembled in an 

unusual 'geographicô structure, the book puts forth these accounts according to the stage of the  

voyage and within four main divisions - Leaving Old England, The Cape Route, The Suez Route and 

Journey's End. Most of the writers appear in two or three of these different divisions, but some on the early 

ones come forward only once, and tow in the twentieth century as many as six or seven times. The 

Introduction, which forms a fifth division, contains an excellent study of sea travel in general in the period 

concerned; the work of Bryce Moore, this has the nicely evocative title, óA Passage to Australiaô. Two ample 

listings give biographical information about all writers and registry details about each of the ships. 

 

The publication of voyager's journals such as these clearly provides a valuable service in making the 

records more accessible to the general public. Not least, the product often enables a biographer or family 

historian to obtain a general picture of the particular voyage which brought out an ancestor or individual 

under study (apart from the actual diarist). Sometimes the very name of the person sought is to be found. 

 

These volumes would be even more useful for historical research if they were to contain an index. It would 

seem only reasonable and proper for LISWA to ensure the inclusion of such a facility when joint ventures of 

this kind are under negotiation. Although the compilation of a subject Index is sometimes daunting, there 

should rarely he much problem about a name index at least. Rather than fall to the publisherôs province, 

perhaps this task might be undertaken by Library staff or even by a willing Friend! Such further 

involvement would also tend to eliminate the occasional error, such as in the latest volume where Sir 

Edmund du Cane is several times referred to as Sir Edward. 

 

Already several Friends have in fact made a useful contribution to the Libraryôs own finding aids by 

compiling separate indexes for various books that have been published without their inclusion. A list of 

these indexes appears in this issue of the Newsletter. A list of the diaries used in The Voyage Out, not 

included in the book, will be published in the next issue of this Newsletter. A display of some of the diaries 

will be in the State Archives during December. 

 

Long may the diarists series continue!  

 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 51; November 1991 
 
 

¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ CƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŘŜƻ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
 
A wide range of Western Australian productions is readily available to the public in the State Film and Video 
Library (formerly the State Film Centre), which is housed on the Mezzanine floor of the Alexander Library 
Building. These items can be viewed there on the spot or freely borrowed by any community group that 
registers with the Library in accordance with prescribed conditions. 
 
There is a new aspect to the latest edition of its printed catalogue in that it is issued in two separate 
volumes - one for films, one for videos. Each contains a subject index in which the Western Australian 
material is treated analytically along with all the rest. However, as another convenient approach to the 
local items, both contain a simple supplementary listing of all their titles that have been produced in or 
relate to Western Australia. The 314 films so listed reflect the output of cameramen over the past 45 years, 
whereas, understandably, the 112 videos have all been made since about 1980. There is a little overlap or 
duplication in that 16 are available as both film and videos (see two examples below *). The following list 
of titles, clearly indicative of subject matter, gives some idea of the nature and range of the visual material 
acquired by the Library in recent years: 
 
 The Australian Stock Exchange (Perth) Ltd: Centenary 

 Bran Nue Dae: a Film about the Musical 

 Dancing Made Easy 

 First Born: the Life and Times of Jack Davis 

 5 to Survive: a Guide to Survival in Remote Areas 

 From Vine to Wine 

 Getting Started in Aerobics 

 Gold: All that Glitters 

 Holyoake: an Introduction to the Institute 

 The Loneliest Gas in the World 

 Munda Nyuringy...Fringe Dwellers in the Goldfields* 

 The Nights Belong to the Novelist* 
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 Randolph Stow: a Country of Islands 

 Understanding Microwave Ovens 

 The Wonder of Western Australia Noôs 1-5 

In general preservation copies of these productions are also held by the Slate Film Archives. 

 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 52; February 1992 
 
 

{ƻƳŜ tǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ²ŜŜƪƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¸ƻǊŜ 
 
As in our last issue, we focus on some resources of another branch of the Library Service below Battye, 
namely the Humanities and Social Sciences Library. 
 
This was prompted by a rewarding piece of biographical research I undertook recently, specifically on the 
developing career of a young actress who left Perth for Sydney in 1911 and went on to America in 1915 to 
become a prominent film star. In those days it was the usual practice of the leading theatrical companies 
based in Sydney to send their productions on circuit of all the major cities of Australia and New Zealand, and 
so I sought newspaper reports about pertinent shows in the five years concerned. 
 
I was aware that, of daily newspapers, the Library has complete runs of the Sydney Morning Herald and the 
Melbourne Age from their inception in 1831 and 1854, and the whole Melbourne Argus, 1846-1948. 
 
I was also pleased to find that, early in Dr Battyeôs time, the Library made a point of taking the weekly 
newspapers from all the other Australasian colonies that, like Perth's Western Mail, were companions to the 
leading dailies. They were all similar in style and content, with summaries or comment on the week's news, 
much emphasis on rural matters, good coverage of sport, and central pages of glossy photographs. Among 
various regular columns, each had one devoted to Entertainments, to Music and Drama, or the like, and 
these suited my requirements nicely. The papers of this class and the Library's holdings are thus: 
 

Sydney Mail, 1899-1938. 

The Australasian (Melbourne), 1866-1920, 1934-55. 

The Leader (Melbourne), 1905-1956. 

The Queenslander, 1898-1939. 

Adelaide Observer, 1898-1931. 

The Western Mail, 1885-1955 (held in Battye). 

Tasmanian Mail, 1899-1935. 

Auckland Weekly News, 1899-1966. 

 
Yet the best-known weekly of all was The Bulletin of Sydney (1880 to date), which long had many features 
of a newspaper, but was independent of dailies, and this too I found useful for my particular topic. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 53; May 1992 
 
 

aƛƴǳǎŎǳƭŜ aŀƴŘǳǊŀƘ 
 
Many a nice little glimpse of colonial life is to be found in the pages of early church periodicals held in the 
Battye Library. Attention has been drawn before to one of the more substantial magazines that flourished in 
the 1860s (Newsletter No. 29, 1987). 
 
Another from this class, but shorter-lived, was St George's Journal, which apparently we owe to the efforts 
of a cleric who served rather briefly in Perth in the late 1870s - Reverend F. R. Coghlan as well as assisting 
the Dean at St Georgeôs Cathedral, Coghlan had charge of a number of scholars who boarded at the 
Cloisters while attending the new High School nearby. At the end of 1879, when the Parish of Pinjarra was 
without a rector, he was despatched there to hold the fort for a while, and, as a result, also made 
acquaintance with the tiny hamlet that was the nucleus of what is now Western Australia's newest city, 
Mandurah. This is reflected in St George's Journal Vol. 2, No. 1, January 1879; 
 
"MANDURAH - On New Year's Day and the Sunday following, Divine Service was held in this  
picturesque little village by the Rev. F. Coghlan. On January 2nd the children of the School were gathered 
together to be feasted and amused according to annual custom. There was a good number of boys and girls 
and a fair assemblage of parents. The school was nicely, decorated for the occasion, and the children 
enjoyed themselves thoroughly. They expended their natural activity according to taste in cricket, rounders, 
swinging and other juvenile delights. In the evening, when the little ones began to tire, the elders, who had 
most unselfishly devoted themselves to enhancing the fun of the boys and girls, wooed the 'muse of the 
many twinkling feet' with great spirit to the inspiring music of the concertina.  



 

Mandurah District is well blessed with children, the nine or ten homes within a few miles of the school 
averaging some ten souls a piece, the Government master Mr Newburn, is doing good work with the young 
pupils, who exhibit capital progress for their age. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 54; July 1992 
 
 

¢ƘŜ [ŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ wƻƭƭǎ 
 
One of the best known of the many irregular serial productions held in the Battye Library is the run of 
Electoral Rolls. Clearly, it embodies valuable source material for many areas of historical research, such as 
political, demographic and occupational studies, and for biography, genealogy and family history. 
 
The rolls were first assembled in 1870 when Representative Government began, but till after the turn of 
the century the holdings are very patchy, and especially for country districts. Mostly in manuscript form, 
the originals are held in the State Archives, but copies are also available on microfilm (thanks to a copying 
project the Mormons undertook in 1975). Curiously, there is no evidence at all of the rolls that were 
employed for the Stale Election of 1901. Perhaps, along with small supplements, a second usage was made 
of the rolls compiled nine months earlier for the Referendum which opted for Federation and for which 
women were first enfranchised; even of this, only a portion still survives. It is some consolation that a copy 
is held on microfiche of the rolls for the first election for the Federal Parliament in 1901. Apparently hardly 
anything is lacking from the long succession of State rolls from 1904 on. 
 
A few years ago some of the bound volumes of printed rolls were receiving heavy usage from people who 
were seeking to prove their long residential status for purposes of Social Security entitlements and 
obtaining a passport. In 1988 this led the Friends to provide financial support for the task of filming the 
most vulnerable volumes. As a result the rolls for the Legislative Assembly are now on microfiche for the 
years 1904 to 1921 and 1941 to 1949. The greater part of the total run remains as bound volumes on the 
opens shelves in Battye. 
 
As most users would know, the rolls record the votersô names within their particular electorates, of which 
there are currently fifty six. Two useful keys are kept in close proximity - a number of maps which show 
electorate boundaries since 1883, and also a ñStreets, Towns and Places Directoriesò issued serially since 
1971. 
 
Within this field, the newest development will doubtless be much appreciated by those who use the rolls to 
try to find a particular person's current or last known address. Battye has acquired a copy on microfiche of 
the WA Electoral Commission's ñA-Z Master file of electors as of 20 March 1992". As its name implies, all 
who are empowered to vote at a State election are listed in just the one complete alphabetical sequence, 
and the appropriate electoral district indicated against each name. 
 
Likewise in the Federal sphere, in addition to its printed rolls arranged by electorates, the Australian 
Electoral Commission has put out a ñPublic Microfiche by Stateò which lists voter's names in just one 
sequence for each of the Stales and Territories. The roll for Western Australia (as at 8 November 1991) is 
available along with the other seven current rolls in the Humanities and Social Sciences Library on the first 
floor. The Federal rolls differ from the State in omitting to specify the voter's occupations. 
 
Electoral Rolls is the Subject of one of the very useful Information Sheets (a series with its distinct coloured 
masthead) which readers are welcome to take from the rack at the threshold of Battye. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 55; September 1992 
 
 

{ƻƳŜ tǊƻǇŜǊ bƻǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǇŜǊ {ǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
 
t'othersider, n. W. A. colloq. a person living on the other side of the Nullarbor Plain. 
 
Yes, even the generally admirable Macquarie Dictionary (1981) has been guilty of misspelling the name 
that Delisser bestowed on the featureless stretch of land which separates us from the other side. Happily, 
the error was corrected in a revised edition of the work. 
 
That the error is such a common one among Australians can evidently be attributed to a conscious or 
unconscious, but mistaken, association with the well-known Aboriginal word nulla or nulla nulla, signifying 
a club or heavy weapon used by the indigenes. On the other hand, it seems that even the guilty are 
sometimes well aware that the name is of Latin origin and that it means no tree, yet they still spell it 
wrongly!  Though fewer and fewer scholars have learnt any Latin formally in recent times, it would be 
reasonable to expect that the correct spelling of the word arbor would be strongly impressed upon many an 
Australian mind simply by childhood acquaintance with annual arbor days and, rather less frequently, with 
a local arboretum. 
 
If the word Nullarbor is so often mistreated by Australians in general, then surely, it seems to me, forest is 
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one that must suffer misspelling by Western Australians more than by any other body of English-speakers. 
Doubtless tills falling can ultimately be attributed to Lord Forrest. When we have a Forrestfield, a Glen 
Forrest, a Forrest National Park, and in every second town and suburb a Forrest Street, it is not so very 
surprising that many a local scribe regards an extensive stand of trees as a forrest and that purveyors of a 
delicacy that originated in the Schwarzwald often advertised it as Black Forrest cake. Through French, the 
common noun concerned also derives ultimately from Latin - from foris, meaning out of doors. 
 
However, it is perfectly in order to employ a pun in the fascinating art and science of heraldry. Thus when 
John Forrest obtained a cost-of-arms for his family in 1875, the authorities assigned them a shield which 
depicted 'a forest of treesproperô. But one wonders whether it was just a case of careless tautology or 
whether it was with a gentle sense of humour and a fondness for the Latin he had learnt at Bishop Hale's 
School that in 1881 Alexander Forrest named his only daughter Sylvia. And perhaps when she was being 
wooed twenty years later, Sylvia's ardour for her suiter was increased by the knowledge that marriage 
would simply transform her name from Sylvia Forrest to Sylvia Woods! 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 56; November 1992 
 
 

IŀƴǎŀǊŘ ƻũ ǘƻ ŀ DƻƻŘ {ǘŀǊǘ bƻǿΗ 
 
It is always a welcome development when the Battye Library is able to fill a gap of long standing in the run it 
holds to a serial publication, and all the more so when the gap is for a period of time long past. A recent 
acquisition in this category is especially noteworthy in that the gap it fills is for a six year period well over a 
hundred years ago, and yet the relevant material has only just been published! The new item is the Debates 
of the Legislative Council of WA. (Hansard) for the period 1870 to 1876. Its appearance at last fulfils a 
suggestion made by the R.W.A.H.S. in 1970 that the centenary of Representative Government could fittingly 
be marked by undertaking this unusual project. 
 
It was not until six years after the introduction of the limited form of self-government that our colonial 
legislators made their first concession to political democracy (as Professor Crowley has put it) and agreed to 
the formal publication of their debates; Hansard staff was thereupon appointed and the Government Printer 
began issuing the new serial in conventional form. In those first six years the proceedings of the unicameral 
legislature had been reported in considerable detail, but rather informally and haphazardly, by the three 
newspapers then existing in Perth and Fremantle. From these reports, the original debates were 
painstakingly reconstructed by Parliament's Hansard staff. 
 
Amounting to over 700 pages, the volume contains eight distinct sections, one for each of the sessions the 
Council held in the period concerned. Conforming to the standard style of subsequent years, each section 
begins with an index to the speakers and to the subjects of legislation therein. The new opus now takes its 
proper place at the start of a run of well over 300 volumes on the open shelves in the Reading Room. The 
latest (present day) issues of Hansard always get to the shelves just a week or two after the occurrence of 
the debates they record. 
 
Curiously, while the preface to the inaugural volume of Hansard acknowledges the prime reason for its 
commissioning, its spine lettering states that it has been compiled to celebrate the centenary not of 
Representative, but on Responsible Government! This change of stance apparently reflects the fact that the 
venture was finally associated with the very worthy Parliamentary History Project. As a further result of this 
project, five substantial handbooks and indexes have been published giving a wealth of biographical, 
electoral, statistical and procedural information. These, being in constant demand, are available at Battyeôs 
reference desk. Yet another product is likely to be the one most widely road, however, namely the very 
comprehensive volume that was edited by Associate Professor David Black: The House on the Hill: A History 
of the Parliament of Western Australia 1832-1990.  
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 57; February 1993 
 
 

aƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜƻǳǎ aǳǎƛƴƎǎ 
 
A useful little item that is always readily at hand in the Battye Library, though perhaps barely noticed by 
many habitu®s, is its perpetual calendar. Displayed on the wall just inside the microforms storage room, it 
covers the years 1776-2000. So if, for example, one has a letter obviously written last century but simply 
baring 'Tuesday 31st May' for its date and one wants to determine the likely year of it, then reference to this 
calendar will quickly give the options as 1870, 1881, 1887,1892 and 1898. Through other details of the 
letter's content or circumstances, the sleuth can deduce just which of these years is the most likely - or 
indeed the only possible - one for the letter to have been written in. 
 
The centenary of the opening of the rail service to Pinjarra, which is being duly celebrated this month, brings 
to mind another valuable reference source for certain aspects of railway history and geography. It is 
Appendix 15, comprising three pages, of the Annual Report of the Railways Commission for 1957-8, which 
can be found on the open shelves in the Votes and Proceedings of Parliament, 1959, Vol. 2, paper 3. In 
tabular form, this gives a number of facts about all the 109 sections of the State's railway system that were 
then open for traffic, and most pertinently here, just when each of them was first opened. Thus it shows that 
the East Perth-Pinjarra section of line, containing 16 miles of double track and 37 of single, was opened on 
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2nd May 1893, that Byford was the highest station on it at 202 feet above sea-level, Kenwick the lowest 
at 20 feet, the highest point being 296 feet, the lowest 16 feet, and the steepest gradient 1 in 75. 
Incidentally, the opening of the Pinjarra-Picton section followed on 22nd August 1893, so joining the main 
network with the originally isolated Bunbury-Boyanup section that opened as early as 12th March 1891. As 
well as for railway history in general, this little mine of information could well be drawn on to provide a 
few interesting details in the compilation of the history of many a shire, district or particular locality. 
 
Battye is surely one of the very few libraries in the world, if not the only one, that can boast of having in 
its Serials Collection a full run of the Titipu Times! Inaugurated in 1966, this modest newssheet comes out 
every second month under the auspices of the Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Western Australia. Though it 
contains no regular Court Circular like the Times of London, from its recent pages one learns that the 
society will shortly be staging a production of The Mikado, thus happily marking the year that is to witness 
the wedding of the present Mikado's son (a graduate in history) and his very talented daughter-in-law-
elect. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 58; May 1993 
 
 

! ±ŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘǎ 
 
Two of the latest exhibitions mounted on the Libraryôs ground floor have been based on pictorial and 
biographical portrayals of more than 50 Western Australians, most of them long deceased. The greater 
part of the informational content will remain readily accessible as a result of its incorporation in the 
catalogue brochures compiled for the two presentations (which continue on sale at $2 each). 
 
The first of these exhibitions, entitled Fortunes: Portraits of the People of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, focused on 
32 individuals and three significant groups in the community. Further good use will be made of some of 
the material that was displayed here when it goes to Kalgoorlie for a centennial exhibition at the Museum 
of the Goldfields later in the year. 
 
Considerable press publicity accompanied the opening of the current exhibition. The Booty Caricature of 
WA Personalities at the Turn of the Century. Framed original of 24 cartoons that Fred Booty drew in 1904 
are complemented by others as they appeared in weekly newspapers and various contemporary 
publications held in Battye's stock. 
 
The present exhibition points out the close connection between Fred Booty and the journalist-poet, 
Dryblower Murphy, when they both worked for the Sunday Times. This calls to mind the fact that the 
cartoonist's brother, Stuart Booty, an engineer, was later associated with Dryblowerôs nephew, Fred 
Murphy, the State's leading cinematographer of the time. Stuart Booty was keenly interested in cameras, 
and probably made several films besides the one we know be helped Murphy produce, one which many 
Friends have viewed - The Busy Bee of 1914. 
 
An important local film production of 1987 will be screened at the regular Wednesday Matinee in the 
Library Theatre on 4th August at 12.30 pm. Of 69 minutes duration, How the West Was Lost has its basis 
the three year strike that began when Aboriginal workers walked off North West sheep stations in April 
1946. 
 
On Friday 16th July at 1 pm, I have arranged to screen the film Officer 666 in the viewing room of the 
State Film and Video Library on the Mezzanine floor. Produced in Melbourne in 1915, this stars Fred Niblo 
and Enid Bennett, the Western Australian actress who was subsequently a success in Hollywood. The print, 
which is coming from Canberra, is incomplete, however, and runs about 30 minutes. Anyone who cares to 
join me in viewing it is invited to ring and let me know on 364 2513 a day or two beforehand. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 59; July 1993 
 
 

{ƻƳŜ {ǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¸ƻǊŜ 
 
A former colleague has kindly put me right about a point I made in this column in our July Newsletter 
concerning the filming of the remarkable Busy Bee of 10 May 1914. Such coverage of the event was 
evidently initiated by Dryblower Murphy, but, in correction to what I stated earlier, the photography was 
mainly the work of Stuart Booty, and he received some assistance from Dryblower's nephew, Fred 
Murphy. Booty used a movie camera of his own construction, and a few years later sold it to the younger 
Murphy when the latter decided to make a career in cinematography. At this stage too, Fred Murphy re-
edited and made a new print of The Busy Bee for Reg Harrison, the enterprising publican who had been 
the chief organiser of the actual event in 1914. The Stale Film Archives acquired this print from Harrison's 
grandson in 1968. 
 
The working bee itself was a philanthropic effort on the part of a band of concerned, or desperate, citizens 
who were fed up with the state of a section of the Perth-Fremantle Road that was hazardous to the largely 
horse-drawn traffic. In the midst of a protracted argument between the State government and local 
governing bodies as to the responsibility for it, several hundred men were induced to put it to rights by 
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voluntary labour, with the attraction of ample refreshment provided. Just over a mile of narrow and 
winding limestone road was thus repaired, stretching from its junction with Victoria Road to the tramline 
terminus at North Fremantle. 
 

*********** 
 
I have long been rather intrigued by the occasional references I have seen in old newspapers to the Ugly 
Menôs Association of Western Australia. Apparently there is no succinct history of this curiously named 
body, and it is certainly a pity that whatever records it generated have escaped archival custody. But a 
clearer picture of it is emerging. The Association was very well known during the latter part of the Great 
War and in the next decade for the help it gave to Servicemen's families that were bereft of their 
breadwinners. It marshalled a range of voluntary workers to give them practical assistance, and evidently 
it derived some funding for its operations from two popular amusement parks that functioned opposite 
Fremantle Railway Station and at the foot of William Street in Perth. The few printed references to the 
Association thrown up by Battye's indexes indicate that it was founded early in 1917. Probably, however, it 
was at that time that several local bodies of such kind joined together formally and defined clearer 
objectives. 
 
Research into municipal records shows that Ugly Men's Associations were formed at Fremantle and 
Cottesloe Beach as early as 1914. (See Elizabeth Tuettermann in Between River and Sea: A History of 
Mosman Park, 1991). And we find that one of the earliest tasks that the óUgliesô set themselves just before 
war clouds darkened the horizon was to the repair the Perth-Fremantle Road! 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 61; December 1993 
 
 

¢ƘŜ aƻǊǘƭƻŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǾŜ 
 
On going east by car recently, I was commissioned by a relative to convey the final portion of a  
sizable collection of private records that she has presented to the Mortlock Library in Adelaide. This consists 
of the diaries, various printed items and other manuscripts that belonged to the Revd. John Beukers, a 
minister of the Congregational Church whose early clerical career involved two lengthy spells in Western 
Australia. The most valuable component is the series of diaries that Beukers kept in chronicle of his daily 
activities from 1891 to 1912. They begin when he was dwelling in outback South Australia, and then 
successively cover the five years he spent at Donnybrook and Busselton (1896-1901), his next seven years 
in suburban Adelaide, and finally his four yearsô pastorate in Kalgoorlie (1908-1912). He then gave up 
keeping diaries in favour of producing a range of items for publication and editing parish magazines. 
 
As Beukers spent the greater time in SA, and died there in 1941, his descendants felt that the Mortlock was 
the proper place for the whole collection. Happily, however, before they finally went to Adelaide, 
photocopies were made of the diaries for the two periods that Beukers lived in WA. These are now held in 
the State Archives as accession no, 3407A, MN1125. Of the clericôs published output, Battye holds copies of 
two modest autobiographical works that came out in 1913, the sheet music for a patriotic song he 
composed during WWI, and a full run of the little parish magazine he compiled while at Armadale from 
1915 to 1918, The Drill of the Foothills. 
 
One fascinating aspect of Beukerôs career as recorded in the diaries is the good deal of travelling he 
undertook in his ministrations - rather like Archdeacon Wollaston half a century earlier, and still mainly by 
horse. So I like to think that one day his diaries too will be found to merit publication, with the aid of a 
meticulous editor. So ample is their content that they too will probably warrant at least two volumes. Then 
perhaps the question will be whether to preserve just the one straight forward chronologic arrangement or 
to divide the material geographically such as to aim at the largely separate markets to which they should 
appeal in the different states. 
 

********** 
 
My visit to the Mortlock brought to my attention the handsome brochure that Battyeôs counterpart has on 
sale to introduce itself to its clientele and the interested public. Published in 1991 with eighty pages of 
illustrations, it is entitled Guide to the Collections, Mortlock Library of South Australiana. Fittingly, a copy of 
this monograph is held in Battye; its classification no: Q026.99423. It prompts the desire to see the 
production here of something similar in advertisement of Battye and itôs equally impressive resources. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 62; March 1994 
 
 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜ .ǳǊƎƘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ /ƘŜǎǘ 
 
The appearance of his latest literary production prompts a little tribute here to Bill de Burgh, who has been 
a keen Friend of Battye from our associationôs inception. Since retiring from his farm, Cowalla, on the 
Moore River, he has taken to historical research and writing with a great relish, and with very impressive 
results. Billôs output to date comprises four published monographs of varying size, two journal articles and 
two substantial typescripts designed for private distribution. The monographs are Neergabby: A History of 
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the Moore River and Lower Gingin Brook (1976), The Last Voyage of the James Matthews 
(Graeme Henderson co-author, 1981), The Breakaways (his wife Margaret co-author, 1981) and The Old 
North Road (1986). The Champion Bay stock route and Smithôs steam mill are the subjects of the 
two articles published in the 1989 and 1991 issues of Early Days, the journal of the Royal WA Historical 
Society, of which body Bill is a prominent Fellow. The latest opus, Dacresfield, is essentially a biography of 
Margaret de Burghôs great-grandfather, the Revd. W. Dacres Williams, first headmaster of Perth Boys 
School and Colonial Chaplain at Guildford. The author has presented copies of both these transcripts to 
Battye, the scene of a good deal of the research he has undertaken over the years. 
 
Yet the chief basis for all Billôs productions has been the wonderful collection of personal correspondence, 
diaries and farm records that the family has carefully preserved ever since they settled in Western 
Australia in 1841. Right to the present day, members of the local branch have kept in touch with their 
relatives back in Ireland (where they settled in 1195!), and at the other end some of this correspondence 
is likely to be drawn on soon for a projected history of the old family property at Naas on the outskirts of 
Dublin. The next project that Bill himself has underway is a biography of his great-aunt, Ruth Lefroy, who 
was long the devoted supporter of Sister Kate in their fine work of caring for underprivileged children. 
 
This is to be based on the 276 letters she wrote home to her relatives at Cowalla from the time she went 
to England for her schooling in 1886 till her death in 1953. Other distinctive series of letters are those that 
passed between the family at home and the brothers Robert and Bill when the boys were boarders at 
Guildford Grammar School in the 1920s, and those between the family and Robert when he was serving in 
the R.A.A.F. in World War II. Yet another consists of some 220 letters that Rachel de Burgh received over 
the years 1898-1966 from her pen-friend in South Africa, Thirza Thatcher; unfortunately, all the letters 
Mrs Thatcher had received were destroyed on her death. 
 
The State Archives already holds seven archives boxes of records that came from Cowalla in 1970 
(Accession No. 1946A; MN1112), Bill assures us that he and his family continue to safeguard jealously the 
other material that remains in their possession; but it is likely that some more of it will eventually find its 
way into the Archives, perhaps through copying. What a marvellous collection all told - truly an archivistôs 
dream. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 63; May 1994 
 
 

bƛƴŜ {ŜǊƛŀƭ tǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ мфнр 
 
The advertisement reproduced below comes from the New Settlersô League Handbook to Western 
Australia, edited by J.C. Morrison, which was issued in 1925 by the aforesaid League, a branch of the Ugly 
Men's Voluntary Workers Association (and held in Battye's Monograph Collection at 994.1 MOR). It 
provides an opportunity to focus here on Battyeôs Serials and Newspapers Collections and on the keys that 
provide basic details about each title (and, of course, facilitate access to them). 
 
A simple search of the pertinent catalogues quickly reveals, inter alia, the life-span of each title, indicates 
any predecessor or successor, and shows the extent of the run that Battye holds. As one might expect, 
knowing Battye's strength in these fields, the Library holds all titles listed, and only in one instance is 
there a gap of any significance in the runs held. The first five are classed as serials and the last four as 
newspapers (though one might argue that serial publications could embrace newspapers as well as 
periodicals). Battyeôs holdings, then, are as follows: 

 
The (Western Australian) Motorist and Wheelman, 1917-40; 

Incorporated The Westralian Cyclist and Motor Cyclist, 1935 
 
The Farmer, 1909-55; 

afterwards The Farmer and Dairyman, 1935-66 
 

The Western Trader, 1924-39; Battye lacks 1919-23 
incorporated The Builder and Engineering Register, 1931 
 

The Western Australian Freemason, 1898-1958; 
incorporated in The West Australian Craftsman, 1934-1973 in 1959 
 

The Builder and Engineering Register, 1923-31; 
incorporated in The Western Trader. 1931 
 

The Leader, 1923-28; 
formerly The Magpie (and the Australian), 1917-23; 
incorporated in The Swan and Canning Leader. 1928 
 

Bunbury Herald and Blackwood Express. 1892-1929; 
afterwards The South Western Tribune, 1930-32 

 
Eastern Recorder, 1909-58; 

afterwards Eastern Recorder and Avon Argus, 1958-71 
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Avon Argus, 1925-58; 
afterwards Eastern Recorder and Aron Argus, 1958-71 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 64; July 1994 
 
 

hǳǘǇǳǘ ƻŦ !ŎŀŘŜƳŜ 
 
Six years ago, in No. 34 of our Newsletter, this column described the antecedents and general structure of 
Studies in Western Australian History, the serial which claims the distinction of being the 
leading vehicle for the publication of scholarly research in the field concerned. The time is now ripe to 
extend the focus and draw attention to a number of interesting features of this valuable journal's progress 
to date. 
 
Fourteen issues of the Studies have come out over a period of seventeen years, and these have embraced 
a total of 128 articles along with critical reviews of 92 books. Except for the first two issues and the very 
latest one, each issue has specified a general theme which links its component articles. The list that 
follows shows the successive issues, the number of articles in each, and the overall themes: 
 
I 1977 2 articles  
II 1978 4 articles  
III 1978 5 articles Early Western Australia 
IV 1981 10 articles Convictism in Western Australia 
V 1982 8 articles Bosses, Workers and Unemployed 
VI 1988 6 articles Fred Alexander: a Tribute 
VII 1983 8 articles Women in Western Australian History 
VIII 1984 12 articles European-Aboriginal Relations 
IX 1987 15 articles Religion and Society in WA 
X 1989 21 articles Celebrations in WA History 
XI 1990 10 articles WA between the Wars 1919-1939 
XII 1991 10 articles  Aspects of Ethnicity 
XIII 1992 9 articles Private Enterprise, Govôt & Society 
XIV 1993 8 articles Historical Refractions 
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In Battye, the journal is held in the Serials Collection, classified at 994.1 STU, and receives the standard 
analytical treatment in the indexing of its content. Thus the articles and reviews are usually given one 
entry each in the ever-growing General Index - the articles by subject are on white cards and the book 
reviews by author of the book are on yellow cards, all interfiled in the one alphabetical sequence. 
 
Another noteworthy feature of this serial has been an emphasis on bibliographical exposition, thus there 
have been extensive bibliographies relating to the general themes in five of the issues ï Noôs IV and VI to 
IX. Moving on to the latest issue, we find it contains a very commendable contribution to the cause, 
namely a listing of the titles of 278 theses held at three local universities (UWA, Murdoch and Curtin). 
Entitled ñA Guide to Honours and Postgraduate Theses in Western Australian Historyò, the exercise was 
undertaken by Jenny Gregory in response to a suggestion made by Professor Frank Crowley. Clearly, it 
brings up to date one aspect of the splendid bibliographical work accomplished some forty years ago by 
one of Battyeôs earliest Friends. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 66; November 1994 
 
 

{ƻƳŜ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ [ƛƴƪǎ ƛƴ !ƭƭƛŜŘ wŜŀƭƳǎ 
 
Our congratulations to Margaret Medcalf on being made a Fellow of the Royal Western Australian Historical 
Society: in her very active óretirementô, Margaret has held office in the Society for three years as its 
President, then for three years as Chairman of Council, and is now in her seventh year as a member of the 
Council. 
 
The award is fitting recognition of the substantial contribution she has made to the field of Western 
Australian history and to the Society. Her contribution to the society largely reflects the wide-ranging 
knowledge and expertise she has brought to bear from her previous post as head of the Battye Library and 
State Archivist. 
 
For many years now, there has been a happy and mutually beneficial link between the society and the 
Library Service. Soon after the Historical Society was founded it began collecting a range of documentary 
materials that complemented the pertinent printed and archival materials then held by the Public Library of 
Western Australia.  
 
From time to time it urged the authorities to make better provision for the safekeeping and exploitation of 
the Stateôs historical records, and it rejoiced when Mollie Lukis was appointed first State Archivist - exactly 
fifty years ago this month! It also welcomed the creation of the Battye Library - which occurred forty years 
ago next August. For some years before the Society acquired its own premises, the Library provided 
temporary storage for all the societyôs records, and also made a room available for its Councilôs monthly 
meetings. 
 
The Society in particular has benefited from the continuing representation on its governing body of past or 
present members of the Libraryôs staff, former members of Battyeôs staff who served simultaneously on the 
societyôs council have been Mollie Lukis, the late Cara Camilleri, Nancy Lutton, Chris Jeffery, Michael Nind, 
and your present scribe. Nor should we overlook the long service given by the late Ron Wright of the wider 
Library fold. In addition to Margaret, other current members of Council who were once on Battyeôs staff are 
Lee Fernie (nee Fairweather) and Lennie McCall. 
 
It is pleasing to note that all of the people here mentioned have been or currently are members of the 
Friends of Battye too. Indeed there are many other people who are devoted members of both bodies at the 
present time when there are so many kindred associations in the realm of history which compete for their 
active interest and membership. 
 
For the good of Battye and the Historical Society, long may the personal links continue! 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 67; March 1995 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

hƴŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ /ƛƴŜƳŀ 
 
During the next twelve months or so there will be numerous events and exhibitions in this State and indeed 
throughout the world to mark the centenary of motion pictures. For the present, this cartoon by Ben 
Strange should amply attest to the popularity that films had achieved here by 1912. It appeared in The 
Western Mail 24 August 1912. Melba had sung previously in Perth at the Queenôs Hall in 1904, and she was 
to perform again at His Majestyôs Theatre in July 1914.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 68; May 1995 
 
 

aŀƛƴƭȅ ŀ aŀǧŜǊ ƻŦ bŀƳŜǎ 
 
There was a good showing of Friends in the Library Theatre on 6th June when Chief Justice David Malcolm 
A.C. delivered an address that fittingly marked the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Archives 
Branch of the old Public Library. The occasion was indicative of the serious attention now being given to 
better arrangements for the Stateôs chief collections of historical records, a fortnight earlier the Battye 
Library was given higher status within the Library and Information Service as a distinctive Directorate with 
increased responsibilities imminent. Then, on 1st July, the State Archives was renamed the Public Records 
Office, continuing as a separate Directorate and re-defining its guidelines for public records and archival 
management services. 
 
I must now admit I was mistaken in saying in this column recently (Newsletter No. 67) that August would 
mark the fortieth anniversary of the Battye Libraryôs establishment as such. I find that what actually 
happened in August 1955 was that the Archives Branch moved from the small room it had occupied on the 
first floor of the Library to part of the suite on the ground floor which had formerly been the home of Dr 
Battye and his family. On 31st August the new Archives premises were formally opened by the Hon. J. T. 
Tonkin, Minister for Education and Deputy Premier, before an assembly of some judiciously chosen invitees. 
The guests included two former Premiers (Messrs Willcock and Wise) and several representatives of the 
Western Australian Historical Society, such as Miss Dircksey Cowan, who had long been Keeper of the 
(Societyôs) records. Evidently, one or two journalists were present, for, along with a brief report in the 
letterpress column, the following editorial item appeared in the West Australian next day, 1st September 
1955: 
 
THE KEEPING OF RECORDS: More has been done in the last seven years in collecting, sorting, cataloguing 
and housing our State archives than in the previous century, and the premises now occupied by the 
Archives Department of the Public Library are brighter, more commodious and much better situated than 
ever before. The archives are probably much safer where they are now in steel shelves, although they are 
not as safe as they could be, and should be, in a properly designed modem, fireproof building. 
 
While we can be well satisfied with what we have done to preserve the past, ample authority is now needed 
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to see that the making of records begins properly and that the records in due time pass naturally into the 
proper place. What we need in this State is a Public Records Act, which would cover records administration 
in all government departments as well as the archives. This would provide a pattern for private institutions, 
who take pride in their history as well as their progress, and ensure an efficient public records service in 
the first stage and an orderly (and compulsory) transfer of valuable material to the archives in the second 
stage. 
 
It was following a further move to even better quarters adjacent that the Archives Branch was 
redesignated the Battye Library in December 1956, and it became one of the four subject libraries within 
the newly re-modelled State Library. The major developments since then are quite well known, and Friends 
will now be following keenly the work of the Commission on Government, which may well lead to firmer 
legislation and the establishment of an independent archives authority. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 70; September 1995 
 
 

!ƴ !ǘƭŀǎ ƻŦ aŀƴȅ tŀǊǘǎ 
 
Most regular visitors to the Battye Library have probably spared more than a passing glance at the group of 
twelve tinted prints of early Western Australian scenes which hang on the west wall of the reading room. 
Though a little misleading, their general captioning indicates that some of them derive from The 
Picturesque Atlas of Australasia, edited by Andrew Garran (Sydney, 1886-88). In fact there are four prints 
from this source: one scene of Perth, one of Fremantle and two of Albany. The other eight are attributable 
to the Illustrated London News. Most of the scenes are quite well known to historians, having been further 
reproduced in numerous published works over the years. 
 
This leads us to focus on The Picturesque Atlas, a major work in its time, which was issued to mark the 
centenary of British settlement in Australia. It originally came out in serial form, like Dickens' novels before 
it and many other ambitious productions since, and was finally collated as three hefty bound volumes with 
a total of 800 pages. It deals with the various colonies in Australia and the Pacific in turn, and Western 
Australia occupies just 28 pages in the second volume. 
 
Despite its name, maps are a much smaller component of the Atlas than its numerous illustrations and its 
printed textual matter. Its thirty scenes and portraits pertaining to Western Australia were assembled by 
the prominent Sydney artist J R Ashton, who came to the colony for the purpose in August 1887. Most of 
them were originally the work of local artists which Ashton and his associates then converted to engravings 
at their base in Sydney. One novelty, however, was a small sketch of the new St. George's Cathedral 
surmounted by the intended spire that never actually transpired! 
 
The textual matter on Western Australia came from the pen of Sir Thomas Cockburn-Campbell, who was 
then editor of the colony's leading newspaper. Following a standard pattern, it is divided into two parts: 
one a geographical description and the other a historical survey. It was by no means the first such treatise, 
having had comparable predecessors in the compilations of Knight in 1870 and of Nicolay in 1877. 
Sponsored by the government, theirs had been concise handbooks designed to promote investment and 
immigration. But Cockburn-Campbell was certainly in a good position to produce an informed account of 
the colony as it approached its sixtieth year and to treat of political developments with which he himself 
was closely involved. He was able to bring the story as far as the opening up of the Kimberley and the gold 
discoveries of the Yilgarn. He was cautiously optimistic about further gold discoveries, and the impact they 
would have, and about the imminence of Responsible Government. 
 
The Picturesque Atlas is one of the many treasures of the library which only comes out into the 
reading room when specifically requested, being housed in the stack on account of its rarity, 
value and size. Copies are held in both Battye Library and on the first floor in Humanities and 
Social Sciences, and there is also a facsimile edition which was published in 1974. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 71; December 1995 
 
 

tƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bǳƳōŜǊǎ DŀƳŜǎ 
 
Six years ago in Newsletter No. 42 this column was devoted to a note on the Classification System, and I 
promised more anon. Here it is at last and again it focuses on the geographical area subdivisions for 
Western Australia as established by the Dewey scheme. 
 
Presumably nearly all Friends of Battye would be well aware that most of the general works on Australia, 
and particularly those with an emphasis on history, are to be found on the shelves at 994 and on Western 
Australia at 994.1. Many would also know that a smaller but significant number of works with prime 
emphasis on geography or travel are classified at 919.4 in the case of Australia and at 919.41 for Western 
Australia. In the hope of helping those of our readers with little further knowledge of Dewey Îs mysteries, 
we first present a summary of all the regional subdivisions for the nation so as to place our Stale in 
context. 
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941  Western Australia  944 New South Wales 
942  Central Australia  945 Victoria 
942.3 South Australia  946 Tasmania 
942.9 Northern Territory  947 ACT 
943  Queensland   948 Outlying Islands 
 

Idealists or purists in this country, as in others, can readily quibble with some of Dewey's geo-political 
arrangements which were first devised more than a century ago - in fact when Dr Battye was a boy, as 
we like to say. Thus South Australians may well feel aggrieved that they have been lumbered with one 
more digit than the other states. It has long been the practice to update parts of the Dewey schedules 
from time to time, but radical revisions are not undertaken lightly. Some thirty years ago however, the 
notations for the whole of Australia wore extended by another digit and in this exercise Western 
Australia was carved up into seven districts. So now any local work of a general or historical nature is 
usually accorded one of the following classifications reflecting the district concerned as shown in the 
map below: 

 
994.11 Perth metropolitan   994.16 North central 
994.12 Southwestern   994.16 South central 
994.13 Northwestern   994.17 Southern 
994.14 Kimberley 
 

Clearly, one can expect to find a lot more works placed at some of these numbers than at others. Thus, 
for Battye Îs monographs in the reading-room, there are six shelves holding books classified at 994.1 
(Western Australia as a whole) and also six at 994.12 (the greater South-West). There are two shelves 
devoted to the metropolitan area (994.11) and a little over one each for the North-West (994.13) and 
the Goldfields (994.16). Works on the Kimberley (994.14) occupy just half a shelf while there are just 
three books pertaining to the real outback at 994.15 and thirteen for the South-East coastal strip at 
994.17. Within each of these divisions, the books are arranged alphabetically according to the three 
letters that each is accorded as suffix to the classification number generally indicating the specific 
locality concerned (as explained In Newsletter No. 42). Note that there are also nearly two shelves 
containing geographical works at 919.41  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 72; February 1996 
 
 

! CŀǎŎƛƴŀǝƴƎ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ CŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ CƛŎǝƻƴ 
 
The name of Henry Maxwell Lefroy (1818-79) came into the news recently when portraits of him and his 
daughter were offered at auction in connection with a deceased estate. This gives an impetus to look at 
a few details of the history and ramifications of a family which has been closely identified with Western 
Australia for more than a hundred and fifty years. 
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The progenitor of the family in the British Isles was Antoine Loffroy, a Huguenot refugee from Cambrai 
in French Flanders who settled in England in about 1587. In the sixth generation, Colonel Anthony Peter 
Lefroy (1742-1819), established the senior branch of the family in Ireland as a result of the military 
career that took him there, and a younger branch continued living in England.  
 
Henry Maxwell Lefroy, of the English branch, first came to Western Australia in 1841, and was soon 
followed by his Irish cousins, the brothers Anthony OôGrady and Gerald de Courcy Lefroy in 1843. All 
three took up pastoral properties initially, though Anthony and Henry later turned to the public service 
for careers of moderate distinction, and Henry was also a well-known explorer. Anthonyôs son, Sir 
Henry Lefroy, was also prominent in public affairs, serving as Agent-General in London 1901-04 and as 
Premier 1917-19. Among various records pertaining to the family that are held in Battye are a diary 
kept by de Courcy Lefroy in the years 1844-52 (648A) and a Memoir of Henry Maxwell Lefroy, compiled 
by his son Charles and printed for private circulation in 1934.  
 
A recent television presentation also makes it timely to draw attention to link between the family and 
the novelist Jane Austen in regard to her Pride and Prejudice. Her biographers report that the 
Fitzwilliam Darcy of her book was based on Thomas Langlois Lefroy, uncle of the brothers who came 
here. The young Irishman had been visiting his English cousins, friends of the Austenôs at a 
neighbouring vicarage in Hampshire, when Jane began writing her novel. The romance that was 
sparking between the two came to naught, however, in real life. Tom Lefroy went on to marry an Irish 
heiress three years later, eventually became Lord Chief Justice of Ireland, and lived to the age of ninety 
three.  
 
The name Lefroy has, however, been employed for a fictional character in the guise of autobiography, 
as I recently found by chance when I came across an old adventure novel written for boys. It is Peter 
the Whaler, first published in 1851, one of the earliest of many such works by W. H. C. Kingston. In it 
Peter Lefroy says he was the son of an Irish vicar and was ordered to sea to avoid apprehension for his 
youthful indiscretion of indulging in poaching; the threatened penalty was transportation, presumably 
to Australia. Now, just in the past few years we have been treated to vivid accounts of the trials that 
passengers endured on the vessels that brought Jane Dodds and John Wollaston here in 1830 and 1842 
respectively. But their experiences were as nothing compared with the tribulations of passengers and 
crew supposedly voyaging to Canada in the same era. Peter Lefroy served on the ill-fated emigrant ship 
concerned, and then successively aboard a trading vessel, a pirate ship (the Black Swan), a US man-of-
war, and a whaler in the Arctic! Incidentally, the only reference in the book to the Antipodes is a 
description of the contrasts with whaling operations in southern latitudes. Incredibly resilient though he 
was young Peter would surely have had a far easier time of it had he been transported to Western 
Australia instead and served out his sentence in Fremantle Prison under the benign superintendence of 
Henry Maxwell Lefroy! This enthralling novel is held in the Research Collection of Childrenôs Literature in 
the Humanities Library on the first floor.  
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 73; April 1996 
 
 

/ŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ /ƛƴŜƳŀ муфс ς мффс 
 
As another contribution to mark this centenary, we reproduce a selection of the logos or name-
identifiers that were used in advertisements for the cinemas of Perth during the 1930s when talkies 
were in full flowering. 
 
Only one of the cinemas here represented is still in operation today. 
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Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 74; June 1996 
 
 

{ƻƳŜ YƛƳōŜǊƭȅ όYƛƳōŜǊƭŜȅύ aǳǎƛƴƎǎ 
 
The name Kimberley was first applied to a geographical component of Western Australian when John 
Forrest so designated a rather modest range of hills in the Upper Murchison district while on his 
great exploratory journey of 1874. The vast Kimberley district in the far north was so named by 
Governor Robinson in 1880 following its exploration by Alexander Forrest the year before. Both these 
bestowals were in honour of John Wodehouse, first Earl of Kimberley (1826-1902), whose title 
derived from the small town of the same name in Norfolk. They reflect the fact that Lord Kimberley 
served as Secretary of State for the Colonies from 1870 to 1874 and in 1880-82, and, it scarcely 
needs saying, it had long been the practice for colonial officials and explorers thus to compliment 
people of particular consequence in the mother country. In South Africa too, Kimberley's name has 
already been applied to the township that developed amidst the great diamond fields discovered in 
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1871, and perhaps this owed something to the fact that his second-cousin, Sir Philip Wodehouse, had 
lately been Governor of the Cape Province. 
 
Lord Kimberley was certainly a prominent figure in 
public affairs for nearly fifty years, and notably as a 
member of the Liberal ministries under Gladstone. Had 
the Gladstone government not fallen early in 1874, it 
is quite possible that Kimberley would have allowed 
Western Australia to achieve Responsible Government 
within just another year or two, as Governor Weld 
evidently envisaged. Under Kimberleyôs successor, 
Lord Carnarvon, a decided check was imposed on the 
move for full self-government. Valuable details on 
subjects such as this are to be found in the relevant 
series of Colonial Office correspondence that the 
Battye Library has acquired on microfilm under the 
Australian Joint Copying Project. But it is unfortunate 
that, in contrast to Carnarvon's, Lord Kimberley's 
private papers have not yet been thrown open for 
similar copying (or were not when last I searched). 
And, yes - the renowned author P. G. Wodehouse was 
another close kinsman of the noble lord!  
 
Historians and other writers need to be careful of their 
spelling in order to distinguish correctly between the 
district named after Lord Kimberley and the author of 
a well-known tome that came off the press (in 
Ballarat) just on a hundred years ago. The latter opus 
was entitled History of West Australia: A Narrative of 
her Past: With Biographies of her Leading Men, and its 
author W. B. Kimberly. The first substantial work in its 
field, with 593 pages in total, it carried the colony's 
history right up to May 1897, and is particularly useful 
for its treatment of the then-booming goldfields. 
Apparently it was simply a bold commercial venture on the part of its American author, who just 
beforehand had produced a similar volume, or 274 pages, on Bendigo and Vicinity.... In his preface 
Kimberly acknowledged the assistance he had received from government officials ósuch as' Messrs O Burt, 
M. A. C. Fraser and others.  
 
I rather suspect that there was also considerable input from the young J S Battye, who had only lately 
been appointed head of the Victoria Public Library here in Perth. Battye's is not included in the names 
acknowledged, so it is a calculated guess that he was the only, or principal, paid assistant whom Kimberly 
employed to compile the book's historical constituent. At all events, Battye evidently felt justified in closely 
following much of its structure and historical exposition in his own weighty volume of 1924, Western 
Australia: A History, from Its Discovery to the Inauguration of the Commonwealth! This then supplanted 
Kimberly as the standard work in the field. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 75; August 1996 
 
 

{ƻƳŜ /ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ {ŜƴǝƳŜƴǘǎ 
 

§ Few amongst its regular clientele could match Ian Heppingstone for a continuing association with 
Battye that spans nearly forty years. He is surely unique though, in having been a devotee of the 
cinema for the past 88 years! He can clearly remember having been taken by his  

 grandfather to a visiting picture show at Brunswick at the age of eight, when he saw films of the 
 world-championship wrestling match, Hackenschmidt vs Gotch, and of the great railway disaster 
 at Sunshine in Victoria. He has checked the Bunbury newspaper to confirm that this program 
 was in fact shown in the district in July 1908. Ianôs lifelong interest in good films is shown by the 
 fact that this year, at the age of 96, he attended the whole season of Sunday Cinema presented 
 In the Alexander Library Building theatre. 
 

§ Careful research into newspaper advertisements could one day reveal the nature and extent of all 
the locally produced film items that were shown in the cinemas of Perth in times long past. Much of 
this footage was irretrievably lost in the early 1960s when fire destroyed the personal collection of  
Western Australia's foremost Cinematographer, Fred Murphy. That grievous blow gave particular 
impetus to the establishment of the State Film Archives shortly afterwards, and it continues to 
warrant every effort being made to locate, collect and preserve all remaining  

 vestiges of our early film heritage. 
 

§ Over the past twenty or thirty years, it has been quite amazing to see the growth in the number of 
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books published on the subject of motion pictures. This development is clearly reflected on the open 
shelves of major public libraries everywhere, and indeed in many academic libraries too. When I first 
joined the staff of the State Library in 1958, I considered myself lucky to find as many as half a dozen 
books devoted to such an esoteric field. Today, in the Performing Arts Library on the second floor, the 
subject is represented by more than 700 volumes on open access, and an equal number in the stack 
as well and thatôs not counting material classed under Biography and Photography. 

 

§ The logos or name-signs reproduced here are taken from the regular newspaper advertisements for 
35 cinemas that functioned in the suburbs of Perth in the late 1930s. There were also another dozen 
or so in outer suburbs that failed to make use of the daily press. Their numbers grew to about 75 in 
1959 before television arrived and reduced them rapidly. With the multi-screen complexes built in the 
past twenty years, the number of suburban screens in operation today again stands at 75, but under 
just twenty roofs. Within a year or two, we are told to expect a total of over 150 screens in at least 25 
situations.  

 
 

Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 76; October 1996 
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! CŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ CƻǊǊŜǎǘ 
 
Amongst the most noteworthy of family papers held in the Battye Library are those of the Forrest family, a 
large proportion of which relate to its most distinguished member, John, knight and baron of the realm. 
They consist of several particular collections which came into custody at different times, much of them 
springing from successive efforts to produce a worthy biography of Western Australiaôs most famous son. 
Over the years at least four enthusiasts have set out to tackle such a biography, though three of them 
failed to get far. 
 
The first in the field, soon after Forrestôs death, was the erstwhile Secretary to the Premier and brother-in-
law of Lady Forrest, Fred North, who assembled some documents and memoirs and took up his pen. 
However, he died prematurely in 1921, having drafted only part of his opening chapter (which is in Battye 
as an item of Accession No. 766A). 
 
Then in the late 1930s Paul Hasluck set to work, but had to put the task aside when the outbreak of war 
took his own career in new directions. However, he completed two chapters of his biography, and long 
afterwards these were published in Early Days. Vol. 8 Part 1, 1977, under the title: ñThe Early Years of 
John Forrestò; the relevant papers he had amassed ultimately went into Battye. Next, Malcolm Uren 
embarked on the project, evidently inspired by the celebrations that were held to mark the centenary of 
Forrestôs birth in 1947. Uren too did a certain amount of research and writing, but was soon deflected by 
other literary commitments and likewise presented the pertinent papers to Battye. 
 
Much greater success has attended the efforts of the fourth writer, Professor Frank Crowley. In 1971 he 
achieved publication of his 323-page tome, Forrest. Volume 1.1847-91: Apprenticeship to Premier. Many 
years then went by before he completed his work on Volume 2, but, unfortunately, he has been unable to 
find a publisher willing to take it on. Very generously, however, he presented a copy of the finished 
manuscript to Battye in 1993 and offered open access to it. Greater use deserves to be made of this fine 
piece of scholarship. With the sub-title: ñ1891-1918: Forrest the Politician,ò the typescript runs to 848 
pages of text, plus end notes of 85 pages and an index of 22 pages: its accession No. is 4309A/6-9. 
Naturally enough, the same biographer was called upon to provide the entry for Forrest that occupies a full 
seven pages in Volume 8 of the Australian Dictionary of Biography. 
 
On 22nd August next, it will be 150 years since the birth of John Forrest took place at Picton. The 
sesquicentenary hardly warrants commemoration on the scale that was observed in 1947, but, happily, 
there will be one occasion when it will be fittingly acknowledged in the current yearôs program of the Royal 
Western Australian Historical Society. Specifically, on Wednesday 16th April, Professor Crowley will be 
giving an address to the Society on ñForrest and the Federal Constitution - Centenary Reflections, 1897-
1997. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 77; February 1997 
 
 

Iŀƛƭ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘΗ Iŀƛƭ IŀƭŜΗ 
 
As sport is the theme of this Newsletter, we are justified in focusing initially on the hallowed game of 
cricket and can observe that there are quite a few references to it in the papers of Matthew Hale, first 
Anglican Bishop of Perth. One particular passage was carried into print by Edith Cowan in an article that 
appears in Early Days Volume 1, Part 7, 1930 (on pages 9 &10). As this shows, Hale considered cricket 
'that game of games' and was especially interested in the team that played for the Collegiate School he had 
founded. While these cricketers performed very creditably on that occasion in January 1865, he was not so 
impressed in April 1867 when they were ...very lackadaisical. Don't wonder they always get beatenô. It is 
rather a pity the Bishop was on a visit to England in the winter of 1868 when 167 men of the 14th Regiment 
came from Tasmania for a tour of duty and introduced the more turbulent game of Australian-rules 
football; on their withdrawal, however, he noted, óThey will be no loss'. (Diary, 12 February 1869). 
 
All told, Hale's diaries contain mention of a wide range of subjects, and of many different people, as well as 
the emphasis on ecclesiastical matters that one would expect. A typescript copy of those he kept while in 
Perth is held in Battye, having been transcribed long ago by Canon Alfred Burton, who also provided it with 
a useful index (Accession No. 309A). These, and other diaries that Hale kept while living elsewhere, are 
also available on microfilm, some having come from the Australian Joint Copying Project (Acc. 1302A. 
MN160; AJCP reel M381, entry 78; and see the Mander-Jones Guide, page 434). 
 
A wider public has long been indebted to Canon Burton, and to Canon Percy Henn, for having first brought 
the Journals of Archdeacon Wollaston into published form (supplemented by indexes, mainly to proper 
names). Subsequently, Professor Bolton and his co-editors have built upon this good work with the new 
editions of Wollaston's Journals that have come out recently (with generous introductions, footnote 
annotations and fuller indexes).  
 
Wollaston covers the years 1841 to 1856, and Hale's Perth diaries span from 1856 to 1875; so the bishop 
is truly the direct successor to the archdeacon as chronicler of the times, though he is not quite so wordy 
about it all. The Hale diaries indeed provide a further wealth of source material and contemporary comment 



 

on the life in colonial Western Australia, and so it is to be hoped that one day another industrious editor will 
bring the second cache forward to publication in the manner of the first. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 78; April 1997 
 
 

5ƛŀƳŀƴǝƴŜ 5ƻƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŀ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ {ƛƴŎŜ 
 
One hundred years ago this month a ólarge and distinguishedô gathering witnessed clear progress in the 
provision of a fitting library service in the capital city of booming Western Australia. The occasion was a key 
event in local celebrations that marked the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria's accession to the throne. 
 
Ten years earlier, to mark the monarch's Golden Jubilee, the foundation stone of the Victoria Public Library 
which was expected to arise on the playground of Perth Boys School in St Georges Terrace, had been set. 
However, construction proceeded no further and the library began operation in the former banking 
premises across the street. Before long, the rapid growth of the city caused the government to reconsider 
the site for the permanent building and its choice now fell on the large block at the corner of Beaufort and 
James streets that was known, for obvious reasons, as Gaol Hill. Plans were then drawn up for a building of 
monumental proportions which would house the Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery together as one 
Institute. Construction of the first wing began in 1896 and was already well advanced when belated 
arrangements were made in respect of foundation stones. But when, on 24th February 1897, the first 
commemorative stone was removed from its Terrace setting, it was found that the newspapers, coins and 
other items originally deposited within it had been filched! 
 
On 14th April the old foundation stone was re-set near the rounded corner of the rising building and a new 
one laid above it, with minimal ceremony, by the Governor. This time, more than a dozen different items 
were stowed in the cavity within including newspapers, coins, mineral specimens and WA postage stamps. 
The new inscription read: 
 
This stone of the Victoria Public Library was laid by His Excellency Sir Gerard Smith K.C.M.G. in 
commemoration of the completion of the sixtieth year of her reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria and as a 
memorial of the continued loyalty and devotion of the people of this colony to Her Majesty's throne and 
person. June 22nd 1897. 
 
Despite the wording, it was actually just a matter of formally unveiling the new stone when the crowd 
gathered in fine weather for the public ceremony. Appropriate speeches accompanied the unveiling and 
afterward the assemblage went in to inspect the building whose bareness was relieved only by profuse 
decorations of bunting. Yet the visitors could at least see that the new quarters would increase the Library's 
accommodation more than tenfold. The stock comprised about 16,500 books, plus a large quantity of 
newspapers and unbound matter when it was brought from the Terrace and installed in the basement floor 
in August. The following year the Library took over the floor above and stayed there six years before 
moving to another 'wing'. 
 
Significant though it was, the Library ceremony was just one of the numerous events that occupied no less 
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than three 'public and general' holidays in honour of the Diamond Jubilee, among them balls, banquets, 
sporting and military functions and church services. By night, great bonfires blazed at the edges of the city 
in Highgate, South Perth and Mount Eliza while the buildings in the central streets were brilliantly 
illuminated with the new electric lighting. As another permanent memorial of the great occasion, the 
colonists focused their efforts on establishing an industrial school and home for the blind. In this, they were 
following the expressed wish of the good Queen who hoped that any memorials would be of a form 
beneficial to disadvantaged sections of the community. In most of the eastern colonies, major hospitals 
were the chosen objective. 
 
Western Australia was also ably represented in London for the spectacular events that linked the Jubilee 
with a celebration of the zenith of the British Empire. Led by Colonel Strickland, thirty-two officers and men 
of the Western Australian Defence forces paraded through the streets along with contingents of troops from 
all of the far-flung colonies. Together with other Premiers, Sir John Forrest was there too, enjoying a round 
of festivities and participating in discussions about such weighty matters as 'Imperial preference' in trade 
and the prospect of Australian federation. 
 
Such then was the context for the happy occasion when the Public Library entered upon the second stage 
of its physical development. Happily nowadays, the careful trimming of adjacent shrubbery lets passers-by 
continue to read and reflect upon the inscriptions on the two foundation stones. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 79; June 1997 
 
 

!ƭōŀƴȅ wŜǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ 
 
Itôs simple but appealing concept provides the impetus for offering a review of an attractive book lately 
come off the press, namely First Impressions: Albany 1791-1901: Travellers' Tales, compiled by Douglas 
R.G. Sellick, and published by the Western Australian Museum, 1997. This anthology of 235 pages contains 
accounts and experiences of King George Sound and Albany as recorded by 27 visitors and short-term 
residents within the chosen timespan. Apart from our capital cities, it would be hard to find any other 
locality in Australia which lends itself so well to such an exercise. At first the splendid Sound attracted 
occasional mariners because it was by far the best anchorage in a remote part of the continent, and then a 
tiny military outpost developed into an obligatory port of call for the many thousands of voyagers who 
crossed the southerly ocean in the second half of the nineteenth century. 
 
The accounts selected vary greatly in length, and the greater part of the text is from well-known names 
and published works that have long been readily accessible in Battye and other comparable libraries. Thus, 
for the early years, many a reader will already be familiar with the observations and activities of 
Vancouver, Flinders, King, Darwin and Stokes. They are now joined by those of Baudin and Hugel - 
awarded 18 and 22 pages respectively - which the compiler has drawn from journals only lately become 
available in English translation. He also brings Lockyer well to the fore by extracting his official reports of 
1826-27 from the rather daunting Historical Records of Australia. 
 
In coverage of later years, some well-known travel books of the time are now exploited again for the 
pertinent tales of Anthony Trollope, Lady Brassey. May Vivienne and the chroniclers of the royal visits of 
1881 and 1901. Choices less obvious are the biographical works which Sellick has tapped for Albany's brief 
connections with two famous Americans, Mark Twain and Herbert Hoover. And from periodicals of a 
hundred years ago he has retrieved the impressions of two roaming journalists - The English humorist, 
Harry Furniss, and Australia's own Henry Lawson. Given 17 pages, Lawson recalls his first sojourn in 1889-
90 when he worked for an Albany newspaper. 
 
The anthology accords another eight visitors an average of just two or three pages apiece. Three are 
anonymous passengers who passed through the port on P & O ships in 1858, 1869 and 1878. Another 
three are prominent religious figures of different persuasions - Bishop Short, Dr Jobson and Sister Mary 
Mackillop. The other two are obscure American seafarers in 1840 and 1873. At the other end of the scale, 
Sellick devotes as much as 30 pages to the diary of Margaret Walpole, nurse and wife of a doctor who 
practised at Albany in 1883-84. Obtained from the manuscript collection in the National Library, this is the 
longest piece of all and very welcome indeed. 
 
As would be expected, many of the travellers refer to the fine harbour, the rocky eminences around, and 
the weather, and some expound on other natural attributes of the area, such as the wealth of wildflowers 
which everyone picked without hesitation in those days. The successive accounts also cover the various 
phases and aspects of the locality's human history - the lifestyle of the Aborigines, the budding township, 
the early associations with sealers and whalers, the convict era (and road-making), the mail-steamers (and 
coaling and quarantine), the telegraph line to Adelaide, the railway heading northward, and the effects of 
the gold-rush. 
 
Some of the earliest visitors made their way up the Kalgan River, the royal princes headed west to hunt at 
Marbellup, and one lady took the road as far north as Kendenup. Some writers enthused over it all, and 
some found the place a sleepy hollow. 
 
The well-set text is complemented by some fifty illustrations, including portraits of most of the authors, and 
the compiler has been meticulous in acknowledging his indebtedness to numerous libraries and archives in 
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Australia, Britain and North America. The biographical notes he provides on each contributor are sometimes 
just a little too brief however, and the lack of an index may well prove a cause for regret. 
 
Thus, First Impressions should be appreciated by historians and researchers as a useful assemblage of 
original source material on a well-defined subject of more than a little general interest. It will also make 
fascinating reading for many a modern-day visitor or resident keen to learn the perceptions of earlier-
comers at a place so full of character. And yet doubtless there would be ample gems of a similar kind that 
could still be brought forth for a second such volume one day. 
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Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 80; August 1997 
 
 

tƻŜǘŜǎǎ ƻŦ ¢ƛƳŜǎ [ƻƴƎ tŀǎǘ 
 
In the long cavalcade of Western Australian publications of which Battye Library is custodian, the year 
1897 was surely a memorable one. Just recently, in our issue No. 75, we drew attention to W. B. 
Kimberly's monumental History of West Australia, which went to press in May of that year. Then, at our 
last general meeting, the focus was on the Sunday Times, which made its first appearance on 19 
November 1897. On the booming goldfields too, as many as eight newspapers began publication the 
same year, though the majority were short-lived (for example, the TôOthersider of Coolgardie). Now the 
coming festive season makes it timely to recall that in 1897 the Western Mail produced its first Christmas 
Annual, a popular serial which continued until 1955. 
 
Less well known is a handsome book of 270 pages that also came out in 1897, namely Poetical 
Reminiscences of Western Australia, by Margaretta Dore (1847-1932),which bears the imprint of S.T. 
Upham, City Printing Works, Perth. This is primarily a collection of 118 poems, generally rather maudlin, 
which the author wrote over many years and which she was apparently encouraged to publish with the 
promise of some 54 subscriptions to the work. Doubtless there was also significance in the fact that her 
three sons were employed in the printing industry. Colonial-born and twice married, Mrs Dore had lived 
some years in or near Geraldton, and had then conducted a boarding house in Murray Street, Perth, 
before finally settling in Cottesloe. She was highly regarded as an 'angel of mercyô.  
 
On the basis of their literary merit, it is unlikely that any of the poems will ever find their way into an 
anthology of local verse. However, they have a claim on our sympathetic attention for their association 
with specific places, particular occasions, and the numerous people of the author's acquaintance. Some 
idea of their content can be gleaned from a sampling of their titles:-  
 
Wreck of the Wild Wave, 1871; Reminiscences of the Murchison River, 1876; Joseph Wilde, killed while 
kangaroo hunting, Wanneroo, 1889; Lines to Dr Jamieson on his wedding day, 1890; Lines on the death 
of Mrs Barnfield, wife of the contractor of the Perth-Fremantle railway, 1890; Dr Scott's victory in the late 
election petition, 1890; New Year greetings to the Perth Artillery, 1893; Congratulations to Sir George 
Shenton on being knighted, 1893; A Dirge ï the small-pox camp, Subiaco, 1893; The Graves in the lone 
forest glade, Subiaco, 1895; A Welcome to HMS Orlando, 1895; A Garland of sympathy to bereaved 
friends, 1897. 
 
A lengthy garland indeed, the last-named item incorporates the names of no less than 36 colonists who 
had gone to their rest! 
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Linking up with the main theme of this Newsletter, the volume is also noteworthy for its substantial 
tribute to members of the Police Force killed in the course of duty in 1864. In one of the items of prose 
that supplement the poetry, the author recounts the story of Panter, Harding and Goldwyer; and the 
tragedy was a family one in that Margaretta Dore was step-sister to the wife of Sergeant Goldwyer. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 81; October 1997 
 
 

{ŜǾŜƴǘȅ ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 9ŀǊƭȅ 5ŀȅǎ 
 
A good opportunity presents itself to focus on a journal well-known to many Friends - that of the Royal 
Western Australian Historical Society. This is prompted by the recent appearance of the latest issue - for 
1996 - which is the eightieth number produced in the seventy years since the Society was founded. Of 
especial note is a three-page introduction in which the editor gives a fitting summary of various aspects of 
the journal's history.  
 
One important fact presented is that a total of 456 research papers have been published in Early Days 
over the years, and, as might be expected, the range of topics they cover has been very wide indeed. 
Originally the journal had the realm of Western Australian history virtually to itself, but, in more recent 
years, it has been joined by several other substantial productions issued by various tertiary institutions 
and special-interest societies. Though a good balance is still a prime objective, it is a matter of some 
satisfaction when Early Days continues to fill some of the gaps. The fields of biography and family history 
remain one of its particular strengths. 
 
A little untidiness mars the journal's history as a serial in that a 
varying number of Parts have gone into its successive Volumes and 
in that its size changed from octavo to quarto for Volume 3 (alone). 
Seven of the ten Volumes to date and a majority of the individual 
Parts continue to be on sale, and indeed the Society has an ongoing 
program for reprinting various components that have run out of 
stock. Bound volumes are offered in the one colour of cloth, and 
further standardisation is achieved in the spine-lettering and in the 
inserts at the front which provide title page, cumulated contents, 
and a few corrigenda.  
 
Librarians and researchers are well catered for by an Index volume 
of 319 pages, which covers Volumes 1 to 9, 1927-88. The 
compilation of this valuable tool has been a labour of love 
performed by a Fellow of the Society who is also an esteemed 
Friend of Battye. He continues to keep the work up to date in a 
supplementary file held in the Societyôs library at Stirling House. A 
second file records such corrigenda as are brought to attention.  
 
Early Days has the distinction of being one of the very few serials 
available in hard copy on open access in Battye's reading room. As 
with many other serials, the main subject matter of the articles 
therein receive analytical indexing which will soon appear on 
LISWA's Innopac computerised catalogue. 
 
Semper Floreat Early Days! 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 82; February 1998 
 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ DƻƭŘŜƴ ²Ŝǎǘ 
 
Two new books vastly different in their content have caused me to reflect - and ramble on - about the 
very familiar phrase they have in common in their titles. 
 
The phrase, óthe Golden Westô, doubtless came into widespread use in America following the discovery of 
gold in California in 1848. Certainly, the gold-rush there was the setting for David Belasco's popular 
melodrama of 1905, óThe Girl of the Golden West, which went on to provide the story for Puccini's seventh 
opera, often given the same name, but more properly 'La Fanciulla del West', in 1910. Incidentally, 
'Fanciulla' is one opera that evidently has never yet been staged in Perth. The film, óThe Girl of the Golden 
West', starring the famous singers, Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy, was likewise based on Belasco's 
play, but its lighter musical score came from Sigmund Romberg; it was the film chosen as opening 
attraction at Perth's Metro Theatre in 1938. 
 
Western Australia's own gold discoveries must have soon brought the phrase into general currency here 
too. One of the first significant publications to employ it in its title must have been The Golden West: Her 
Mines and Industries. 1899, as Represented at the Coolgardie Exhibition, a well-illustrated item of 72 
pages 'published by authority of the Western Australian Governmentô. Just before the turn of the century 



 

too, the Golden West Aerated Water Company began business at Leederville, and was to remain a well-
known producer of cool drinks for more than 70 years. 
 
In 1903, R.T. Greaves was author of a slim book that recounted his discovery of the Yilgarn goldfield in 
1887. Entitled The Golden West and How it Was, it was deemed worthy of reprinting by Hesperian Press in 
1981. And, as in America, our own goldfields provided material for moulding into fiction. Thus, one of the 
last works of the great Australian novelist, Rolf Boldrewood, came off the press in 1905 as The Last 
Chance: A Tale of the Golden West. 
Jumping ahead to 1927, we come to a book by the Revd. T. S. Groser, The Lure of the Golden West: 
Experiences and Adventures in a Bush Brotherhood... The cleric combined his account of the church's work 
in the backblocks with promotion of the Group Settlement scheme and useful information for possible 
migrants. 
 
But the most noteworthy publication of all has been the annual journal called The Golden West which came 
out at Christmas time each year from 1905 to 1949 (except in three years of wartime). It was in much the 
same style as the Christmas numbers of The Western Mail, and thus it boosted the State's resources and 
attractions and also provided a good outlet for a variety of original contributions from local writers and 
artists. For its whole lifespan it was conducted by R. Clarke Spear, who was additionally editor of The 
Pastoralist and Grazier from that monthly journal's inception in 1925. A good deal of information about the 
long-lived annual is given on pages 295-298 and elsewhere in The Literature of Western Australia, edited 
by Bruce Bennett, in the Sesquicentenary Celebrations series put out in 1979. 
 
In the latter 1950s the Golden West Bridge and the Golden West Freeway were the names assigned to two 
major works of engineering while they were under construction. However, shortly before they were opened 
to traffic in 1959, a change of government led to a change in their naming which made them the Narrows 
Bridge and the Kwinana Freeway. 
 
Over the years a number of other commercial enterprises have adopted names beginning with the words 
'Golden West', and there are ten in the current telephone directory. The best known today is the Golden 
West Network (or GWN), which provides a commercial television channel in the State's regional areas. 
 
And so, back to the two new books. One is Saints of the Golden West: A Chronological History of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in Western Australia: The First Hundred Years. 1896-1996. by 
D. W. Cummings. As might be expected, the Mormons were rather thin in their history for the first half of 
the century, but have amassed 236 pages of it in total. The second book is Calvert's Golden West: Albert 
Frederick Calvert: A Biography and Bibliography, by Geoff Blackburn, another venture of Hesperian Press. 
Its 69 pages offer the first instalment of the much fuller work the author intends on this prominent but very 
enigmatic figure of the gold-rush era. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 83; April 1998 
 
 

{ƻƳŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ bƻǘŜ ƛƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘƛŀƴ ¢ƛƳŜǎ 
 
From one of the gems in Battye's Rare Books Collection, let us simply take a glance at a few of the public 
figures of 1905 who won the attention of óTruthful Thomas' in his Through the Spy-Glass: Short Sketches of 
Well-Known Westralians as Others See Them: 
 
Sir John Forrest 'possesses just the physical proportions and mental composition for forcing his 
way to success in a new country by sheer persistence'. 
 
T. G. Molloy 'is always in hot water; probably dreams of caveats, injunctions, suits for damage 
and actions for trespass'. 
 
Dryblower Murphy 'is thoroughly conscious of the merit of his writings and the talent he 
possesses, but could not be accused of being uppish'. 
 
L. Ratazzi, German consul, 'shows his loyalty to the Kaiser by brushing his moustache as much 
upwards as it will go'. 
 
Senator A. P. Matheson 'an experimental democrat and somewhat of a dude, is at least a decent 
fellow, but does not know how to make himself liked'. 
 
I. S. Emanuel 'drives the best horses and carriages to be seen in the city'. 
 
J. W. Hackett 'wields the power of a virtual dictator in connection with public affairs; it is 
fortunate for the State that this power is in such safe hands'. 
 
George Taylor 'as Colonial Secretary has proved a complete failure in every way'. 
 
Mrs. Eliza Tracey 'has never yet been able to make clear the exact nature of her grievance; 
perhaps the collection she takes up at her meetings form the real purpose of her public appearancesô. 
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Bishop Gibney 'generous, kindly and brave, has been a fine example of muscular Christianity'. 
 
Henry Daglish 'a fair speaker, a wily Parliamentary strategist... is not likely to retain The 
Premiership for long...' 
 
H. Teesdale Smith 'is a little under-sized man...very popular with his office staff but the men working in 
the karri and jarrah forests dislike him'. 
 
Frank Wilson 'a prominent M.L.A., possesses far better business and administrative 
qualifications than all the Daglish Cabinet combined'. 
 
H. B. Joseph 'clever but not exceptionally brilliant, used to have a good thing as solicitor to W. 
G. Brookman in the heyday of that magnate's meteoric careerô. 
Harry Boan 'very smart and alert in business matters...is kind and considerate towards his 
numerous employees; popular with everybody, deserves his success'. 
 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 84; June 1998 
 
 

[ƛƎƘǘ [ƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎƻƳƻǝǾŜǎ 
 
For only the second time, this column is being devoted to a review of a new book. This item appealed to 
me largely because of the vivid childhood memories it rekindled, but also because it will surely stand as the 
definitive work on its subject and, moreover, warrants recognition for its useful reference element. Its 
content is well conveyed in its title: Rails Through the Bush: Timber and Firewood Tramways and Railway 
Contractors of Western Australia. The authors are Adrian Gunzburg and Jeff Austin, and it was published in 
Melbourne by the Light Railway Research Society of Australia in 1997. 
 
Perhaps about half of its text of 254 pages will be readily digestible by the average reader and the general 
historian. It deals clearly and succinctly with each of the timber companies, large and small, such as 
Millars, Bunnings and Whittakers and the areas they operated in, and also with the well-known contractors 
in railway construction such as Keane, McNeil and Baxter & Prince. Throughout however, the prime 
emphasis is on the host of steam locomotives which played such a prominent part in it all. Each is treated 
individually, as well as in the framework of teams and localities, further aided by the excellent index. 
 
It is in regard to these locos most of all that the volume is a real reference work for consulting as occasion 
may urge. And thus I myself was able to learn quite a lot about the Wongon, the No. 6 and the No. 59, the 
three engines that were in service in Pemberton during my boyhood. How often I watched them bringing in 
their three rakes of logs to the mill each day and shunting the sawn timber to the railway station at 5 pm. 
In those days I felt it a bit unfair that, in coping with their different tasks, the locos had always to face the 
one way in relation to the whole local system of lines, whereas their counterparts on the Government 
Railways nearby had the benefit of turn-tables! I now find that at Pemberton they faced the 'up' direction, 
whereas at Deanmill, my next domicile, they faced 'down', in railways parlance. It is fortunate that for 
much of the history of these iron workhorses, the authors were able to draw upon the boiler-inspection files 
of the former (WA) Machinery Department before they were destroyed. 
 
Another important component of the book is the series of twenty full-page maps showing the timber lines 
in different areas, which were carefully compiled from Forests Department maps and records. In particular, 
I was impressed with the snaking network of lines that have surrounded Pemberton over the years, and 
was drawn to think about their historical development. At the start in 1913, the new main line heading 
down from Jardee and Diamond Tree tapped the forests within easy range enroute. Then, over the next 
fifty years, further systems of bush lines radiated out from Pemberton, progressing anti-clockwise - first, 
northward along the Lefroy Brook, then westward, southward and eastward until they had harvested 
virtually the whole basin of the lower Warren River. (See map). 
 
The occasional zig-zag in hilly terrain was one feature that fascinated youthful me when I enjoyed a few 
rides on the 'rake' long ago. On driving or walking through the forest today, one often comes across these 
old railway formations - some clearly discernible, but others all but obliterated by the re-growth. One of the 
best-known now serves as the road called the Rainbow Trail which leads to the Big Brook dam and 
arboretum. And so here we have a valuable guide to it all; and, moreover, it is pleasing to see that the 
enlarged local map is also on display at the Pemberton Tourist Bureau. 
 
A further bonus in the reference sphere is the short Chapter 12 entitled Construction of the WA 
Government Railways Network, 1879-1931. This lists the 128 sections of line built in that period, giving 
name of builder and opening date of each. 
(A fuller listing of the opening of each section of line is available in Battye in the Annual Reports of the 
Railways Department between 1900 and 1972). 
 
In their acknowledgments, the authors duly name Battye among the ten archival and library collections 
whose resources they have drawn on (and presumably this includes the PRO of WA), and the twenty 
railway enthusiasts to whom they are indebted includes the name of David Whiteford (of Battye's senior 
staff). Not surprisingly, steam trains and associated scenes were objects of great attraction for many a 
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photographer in times past, and the book benefits handsomely as a result. Of its 282 photos all told, 27 
are credited to Battye. 
 
Rails through the bush: timber and firewood tramways and railway contractors of Western Australia! 
Adrian Gunzburg and Jeff Austin. Melbourne, Light Railway Research Society of Australia, 1997. ISBN 
0909340323. Hard back, $46.00. The initial print run is almost sold out but copies should still be available 
from Hotham Valley Tourist Railways Perth Office (Barrack St) or the Australian Railway Historical Society 
(WA Division) at the Rail Museum, Bassendean. Copies are in the public library system and in Battye 
Library. 

 

Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) Newsletter Number 85; August 1998 
 
 

¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ²Ƙƻ aŀǧŜǊŜŘ Lƴ мфмоΗ 
 
Following our glance at the fascinating little book by óTruthful Thomasô (Newsletter No. 84), let us now 
focus on another curio of comparable content that came out just a few years later. Though not in the same 
incisive and amusing vein, it is equally valuable for the many snippets of biographical information it 
provides. Entitled so confidently Australasians Who Count in London and Who Counts in Western Australia, 
its author (or editor?) was Mrs Leonard W. Matters ('Egeria'), and it was published in London by John 
Truscott and Son in 1913. Attractively produced, this potpourri of 246 pages contains two sizeable 
dictionary sequences that bear out the two halves of its title, and also a miscellany of supplements and 
short articles by other contributors. 
 
With the simple heading, 'Anglo-Australasians', the first section devotes 113 pages to 156 personalities, of 
whom 45 are women. These vignettes include various officials of antipodean government missions in 
London, but for the most part they pertain to expatriates involved in the arts, journalism and commerce. 
The longest entries, of two pages and more, are for half a dozen celebrities who hailed from Eastern 
Australia, such as Nellie Melba and the artist, Bess Norris-Tail. But Western Australia, we find, is 
adequately represented by eleven men claiming varying kinds of association with it, namely J. A. Adey, S. 
P. Emanuel, R. L Gilbert, R. C. Hare, E C. Harney, Reginald Lloyd, Montagu Marks, Sir Newton Moore, G. M. 
Neville, Sir Cornthwaite Rason and John Waddington. 
 
The book's second major component, the so-designated 'Western Australian Section' takes up 64 pages 
with 97 entries, ten of them for women. Leading figures in government are prominent and there is also 
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much emphasis on journalists and Goldfields people. Again the entries vary a lot in length, but the longest, 
with a full page or more, are for Daisy Bates, Edith Cowan, Sir John Forrest, Sir Winthrop Hackett, A. C. 
Kessell, Arthur Lovekin, E. A. Mann, T. G. Molloy, Daisy Rossi, John Scaddan, Lt-Col. J.C. Strickland and 
Frank Wilson. Other names receive minimal notice in Supplements that follow. 

 
Five of the ten articles that occupy another 42 pages are of Western 
Australian interest, though some rather obliquely. The two shortest 
(alas!) are óCottesloe: old and newô by Janetta Griffiths Foulkes and 'A 
few reminiscences of my sixteen years residence on the Western 
Australian Goldfields' by Kate Muriel Hamilton. E. A. Harney, a former 
Senator, is the author of óThe Law Courts of England and Australiaô, and 
'View points' is the contribution of Reginald Lloyd, who had collaborated 
with P. W. H. Thiel in producing the monumental Twentieth Century 
Impressions of Western Australia. 
 
Next, we can descend on Mr, Mrs and Miss Matters. In the fifth article, 
'The journalist in London', Leonard W. Matters describes the tribulation 
she had experienced in his profession there. He says he had lately 
retreated from the field, but in fact his chosen career was to prove a 
long one. It may well be that at this stage he turned temporarily to 
helping his wife with her book. Then his sister provides the article that is 
perhaps the most noteworthy of all - 'My impressions as an agitator for 
social reform', by Muriel Matters (and she also receives a full-page entry 
earlier as one of the Anglo-Australasians). In recent times the long-lived 
Muriel has also received an entry in Volume 10 of the Australian 
Dictionary of Biography. In brief, she was born in Adelaide, 
moved to Perth with her family in about 1902, attained some 
prominence as an elocutionist, went to London in 1905 to pursue a 
career on the stage, and then got deeply involved in the suffragette 
movement. 
 
It would be nice to learn a little more about Mrs Matters' output under 
the pen-name Egeria; before marrying in 1910 she was Emilie Domela. 
It is evident then that the full life-history of the three expatriates of 
1913 would be of more than passing interest, and that Western Australia 
- Perth and Kalgoorlie in particular - would have a modest part in it. 
Australasian's who count in London and who counts in Western 
Australia is held in Battye's Rare Books Collection, and is also 
available in the reading-room on microfilm. 
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{ƻƳŜ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ bŀƳŜǎ 
 
Having done a good deal of editorial work at times, I find it rather excessive how often 
historians and other writers spell out in full all the given names of many a figure who was 
well known in local annals. In certain contexts, it is quite reasonable to do so at first 
mention of the person concerned, but I think there is scope for reducing the practice 
somewhat. 
 
Presumable George Fletcher Moore is usually referred to thus because his name is 
recorded so as author of a valuable book which many later writers draw on; but surely G. 
F. Moore would often do for local  
consumption. Even more so, when coupling the name of a very prominent official with the 
post he held, surely óthe Surveyor-General, J. S. Roe' would suffice. Sometimes it is likely 
a person is given all of his names because the modern writer is unsure by which of two 
forename she was familiarly known in his day. So, for Tony de Courcey and Maxwell 
Lefroy, it should be safest to refer to them simply as A. O., G. de C., and H. M. Lefroy 
respectively. Nor do we need the full monty so often for P.P. King, J. G. Bussell and M. W. 
Clifton. Is it just a matter of luck, or because of a nearer time-frame, that we are usually 
presented with just C. Y. O'Connor? If, however, a person had only one Christian name, it 
seems nicer to spell him out as Thomas Peel or John Hutt rather than give him just the 
one initial and surname at first mention.  
 
In general, for subsequent mentions, it should suffice to use only the surname, so long as 
any confusion is avoided between two or more people with the same surname. And 
certainly we should avoid prefixing a name with óMister" for any gentleman long departed. 

 
I hesitate to enter the minefield of the preferred forms of women's names in this age of 
militant feminism. However, I happily admit it was a welcome relief that, when her 
excellent book of 1872 came out in a facsimile edition in 1980, Mrs Edward Millett was 
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revealed in the editor's introduction as Janet. How different for another author of later times, the polysyllabic 
Katharine Susannah Prichard, whom posterity could hardly designate otherwise at first mention. As a 
general rule for subsequent mentions, it is nice, I think, to be able to say Mrs Millett, Mrs Molloy or Mrs 
Tracey, but personally I would opt for just Prichard rather than Miss or Ms Prichard. 
 
On safer ground, I wonder how it came about that Edith Cowan has so often been erroneously considered a 
Dame. In fact, she was placed two ranks lower in that new Order of Chivalry when, in 1920, she was 
awarded the O.B.E. (Officer of the Order of the British Empire). She may well have deserved advancement 
to higher rank and title after serving her ground-breaking term in parliament, but that could hardly have 
been expected from the government that followed. Some of the recent perpetrations of the mistake have 
been in the Western Australian Year Book of 1993 (on page 25), The West Australian of 21 January 1999 
(Travel Section, page 6) and The Sunday Times of 24 January 1999 (page 22). So then, please let us have 
Edith Cowan or possibly Edith Dircksey Cowan at first mention, and subsequently just Cowan or,  
preferably, Mrs Cowan! 
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5ƻǿƴ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴƪ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ 
 
One of the gems in the State Film Archives is the copy it holds of what was probably the first little item of 
fiction film produced in Western Australia - Leonard Corrick's The Bashful Mr Brown of 1907. It is also 
fortunate that we have at least a portion of Fred Murphy's farce Dreams and Screams of 1923. The 
audiences which viewed these featurettes in their day were considerable, and would have greeted them 
heartily. 
 
Few People would be aware, however, that Western Australia's first full-length feature film of fictional as 
distinct from documentary type was Down Under in 1926. Its producer, director and leading actor was Harry 
Southwell, and it was touted as the first venture of Anglo-Australian Films Ltd., which represented a number 
of investors in England and in Perth. Southwell was a Welshman who had been involved in film production in 
Hollywood, in France and in Victoria, and he had made two 
versions of the Kelly Gang story, with rather limited success. 
 
Two professional cameramen were engaged from Sydney and 
shooting began in August of 1926 - interiors in a studio at 
Boan's, and exteriors in King's Park, at Erlistoun station near 
Laverton, and a few other spots. The leading female role was 
taken by Nancy Mills, sister of the first 'Miss Australia', and 
many local people played in the minor parts and crowd scenes. 
 
Briefly, it was a typical melodrama about a derelict English 
aristocrat who had succumbed to drinking and gambling and 
become a vagabond roaming Australia. It included the finding 
of a child lost in the bush, and  
other highlights were a trotting meeting, a cattle muster and 
an Aboriginal corroboree. In the title it was originally to have 
borne. 'Greater Love Hath No Man'. There is an indication of its 
climax, and further details of the story are available, but 
suffice it to say that it had the vagabond meeting an 'old 
flame' again and it all ended with an interesting denouement! 

 
The film was given a private screening at Perthôs leading 
cinema in March 1927, and drew a mixed reaction from the 
press. After that it was to be sent to England for finishing 
touches and then exhibition. Clearly it failed to impress its 
English sponsors, for nothing further came of it. 
 
Some years ago the Film Archives searched for the film to the 
extent of approaching a London bank believed to have been 
associated with the filmôs financing, but with no result. And on 
two occasions some local people of mature years made enquiry 
whether the Archives held a copy of the film they recalled having participated in as 'extras'. 
 
Doubtless only one or two prints of the film would ever have been struck from the original negative, and all 
would have been on the nitrate filmstock that is so sadly prone to decay. So Down Under, alas, is one of the 
many Australian films of the silent era that is almost certainly lost to us forever. 
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