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Our end of year function

To be held on Tuesday 22 November 2011 at  5.00pm for 5.30pm in the 
Great Southern Room, 4th floor State Library of Western Australia.  Our 

meeting will be followed by a catered dinner. 
        Please see details on Page 3

speaker - Mike Lefroy
‘CY O’Connor - an inside story’ 

Charles Yelverton 
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The image is a glass lantern 
slide taken in 1897 by J A 
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incidentally the Carters’ book was also launched on 22 September at 
a function in Armadale.  To take co-incidence even further, Jennie took 
over from Ronda as Director of the Battye Library in 2005 before she too 
retired from the Library to take up the contract to research and write the 
history of Armadale in partnership with husband Bevan.

Settlement to City takes the 
history of the district from its first 
beginnings as an isolated military 
outpost set up at Kelmscott in 1830.  
Before European settlement, the 
land which now encompasses the 
Armadale district was at the junction 
of the land belonging to three major 
Aboriginal family groups.  Over 
the years the area became slowly 
settled and the Indigenous residents 
were displaced.  Many colourful and 
interesting characters made their 
home in the district which became 
known for its orchards, vineyards 
and small farms.  But it was not until 
after the Second World War and 
the influx of migrant families that 
Armadale became the sprawling, 
populous suburb it is today. 

___________________________

Canning Stock Route exhibition
Members and friends may be interested in a free exhibition beginning 
in November at the Perth Exhibition Centre.  This exhibition is usually 
housed in the National Museum but is being brought to Perth for 
CHOGM.

“It tells the story of the Canning Stock Route’s impact on Aboriginal people, 
and the importance of the Country that surrounds it, through the works 
of senior and emerging artists and the stories of traditional custodians. 
It is a story of contact, conflict and survival, of exodus and return, seen 
through Aboriginal eyes, and interpreted through their voices, art and 
new media.”  It has been designed to engage children and adults alike.  
See details at: www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/yiwarra_kuju. 

Book cover featuring a painting by William 
(Wim) Boissevain OBE of the old Derry 
NaSura vineyard in Armadale.



26

New volume to be launched
Issue number 27 of Studies in Western Australian History. “Environmental 
Exchanges” edited by Andrea Gaynor and Jane Davis will be officially 
launched by Barbara York Main at 5.00pm on Monday 7th November 
2011 at the Patricia Crawford Courtyard, Arts Building, University of 
Western Australia, Hackett Drive Nedlands.  See http://www.uwa.edu.
au/campus-map.  

Two of the contributors to the new volume are our own Battye Historian, 
Dr Sarah McQuade of the State Library, and Dr Lise Summers of the 
State Records Office.  Sarah’s piece “explores the ways in which various 
understandings of environment informed the planning and development 
of Perth’s post-1970s suburban landscapes” and Lise’s article “traces 
the development of legislation to protect native flora in Western Australia 
from 1911 to 1975.” 
Other authors include Sue Graham-Taylor (inagural J S Battye Fellow), 
Jane Davis (also a J S Battye fellowship winner),  Jenny Gregory, Tony 
Hughes-d’Aeth, Ruth Morgan, Ron Chapman, Brooke Fowles and 
Andrea Gaynor.  For further information, please email Jane Davis at 
jane.davis@nd.edu.au

___________________________

An invitation to an important forum on the Perth Esplanade

The History Council of Western Australia has invited Friends of Battye 
Library to a public forum on the Perth Waterfront on Thursday 10 
November 2011.
The Forum will he held on the 9th Floor of The New Perth Esplanade 
Hotel, 18 The Esplanade, Perth which has superb views over the 
waterfront area.
Please attend at 5pm for registration and networking. Light refreshments 
will be served. The Forum will commence at 5.30pm.
Cost: $15 per person (History Council members) and $20 per person 
(Non Members and late registrations). The event will be chaired by Tom 
Perrigo, Chief Executive Officer of the National Trust of Australia (WA) 
and there will be 3 speakers. 
Dr Lise Summers, President History Council of Western Australia will 
speak on the topic of Reclamation for Recreation. Dr Gaye Nayton, 
Historical archaeologist will address the topic “Foreshore Treasure: the 
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potential archaeology of the Port of Perth” and Julie Lunn will talk about 
the importance of the site for public assembly and commemoration.
The proposed Perth Waterfront project will have a significant impact on 
the State Registered Esplanade Reserve. While the History Council is 
not opposed to development as such, we wish to draw attention to the 
heritage status of the area, which we believe has been a missing part 
of the discussion to date and the fact that it is a community asset of 
immense importance. 
For more details please contact office@historycouncilwa.org.au  
Telephone: 0421 477 034.

___________________________

Newsletter - changes coming in 2012
Next year there will only be three issues of our newsletter published and 
posted to members.  Publication dates will co-incide with the March, 
July and November general meetings.  A brief flyer will be sent out 
to publicise the meeting for May and the AGM in September (please 
see page 4 of this newsletter for details).  We intend to use our email 
list for news of events and other happenings.   We are planning on a 
revamped newsletter with more pages and welcome suggestions and/or 
contributions from our members.  

___________________________

Important - Membership renewal
Do not forget that your membership subscription became due on 1 July. 

Your membership of the Friends of Battye Library is crucial in enabling 
us to undertake important projects to assist in acquiring, preserving, and 
making available Western Australian archival and documentary materials. 
Another of the Friends’ key roles is to help publicise and promote the 
collections of the J S Battye Library of West Australian History and the 
State Records Office as well as to advocate for the collecting, building 
and care of the State’s Western Australian documentary heritage.  

A membership form is included on the following page and we are pleased 
to offer an online payment facility, for those who use internet banking, to 
make paying your subscription even easier.  

For those who have already sent in their subs, a sincere thank you for 
your continued support of the Friends of Battye Library.
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Friends of Battye Library (Inc)  Subscriptions form
From 1 July to 30 June each year

LIFE MEMBERSHIP $500

Annual Membership      
Ordinary      $25
Joint       $35
Concession (pensioner / full time student)  $15
Corporate      $50
Donation      $_______

(Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible)

I wish to apply for / renew membership: 

Name ___________________________________________________________

Organisation _____________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ post code ______________

Tel:  _________________________ mobile _____________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________

(If you do not wish to receive emails from us, please tick here )

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If paying by cheque, please print this form, complete it, and send with your cheque 
to:    The Treasurer
  Friends of Battye Library
  PO Box 216,  NORTHBRIDGE   6865
Or leave it in an envelope marked ‘Attention Treasurer, Friends of Battye Library’ at 
the State Library’s Security desk on the ground floor.

If paying by electronic direct funds transfer, our details are: 
 Account Name – Friends of Battye Library (Inc)  
 Account  Number – 4220 58413 : BSB Number – 016-185
In the payment description section, please type your initial and surname as well as 
‘subs’ or ‘donation’ to ensure that your payment can be identified.  

We will still need your completed form for our records, so please return it either 
by post or as an attachment to an email to nickdrew@bigpond.com with a note of 

your online payment. 

If you require a receipt, please tick here 
Thank you for your interest in the Friends of Battye Library, it is much appreciated.
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Jack’s backup
[Steve Errington is kindly filling in for Jack Honniball who has been 
travelling overseas.]

John Morgan, marine – storekeeper - author
As I write this, Jack Honniball is away in Canada where my subject also 
spent some time and is where he wanted to settle.  His name was John 
but maybe his friends called him Jack.

John Morgan (1792 – 1866) was on board the Parmelia when she 
staggered into Cockburn Sound on 2 June 1829.  John, his wife Rebecca 
and their daughter Rebecca were three of the 81 souls - colonial officials 
and tradesmen, their wives and children - who arrived to start building 
the Swan River Colony.
Morgan was the government storekeeper with charge of the salt beef, 
ship’s biscuit, flour, dried peas and beer that they were all to live on until 
they could grow their own food.  The Parmelia people lived in a temporary 
settlement on Garden Island that winter before moving to Fremantle or 
Perth.  But the Morgans remained on the island for three years until 
there was nothing left in the store but a little cocoa and tobacco.
Lt Governor Stirling then made John a JP and (unpaid) Government 
Resident for Perth.  It was in the latter capacity that in May 1833 he had to 
supervise the execution by firing squad of Aboriginal leader Midgegooroo 
near where the old Deanery now stands.  Then, in November 1834 he 
left on the Eagle for Tasmania where he would spend the rest of his life.  
His friends had found him a £300 p/a position as a police magistrate.
In his younger days Morgan had been a Lieutenant in the Royal Marines 
and had seen action in the Peninsular War.  In July 1812 America 
invaded Upper Canada (basically southern Ontario) and, early in 1813, 
Morgan’s unit was transferred from Spain west to Bermuda then on to 
the blockade of Chesapeake Bay near Washington.  By May 1814 he 
was on Lake Ontario and led the marines from HMS Princess Charlotte 
in the capture of the batteries of Fort Oswego in New York State.  He 
was wounded in a later night raid and, after recovering in Kingston 
hospital, served on the Quarter Master General’s staff before returning 
to England.
When the Napoleonic Wars ended Morgan went on half-pay but, in 
1823, asked to be moved to the reserve list so that he could migrate 
to Canada.  The Morgans set off for Quebec but abandoned their 
journey mid-channel when Mrs Morgan became seriously ill.  Instead 
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of emigrating he wrote a 348-page book The Emigrant’s Note Book and 
Guide with Recollections of Upper and Lower Canada during the Late 
War, published in 1824.  In 1826 he was appointed by the Canada Land 
Company as its agent in Swansea.
After his move to Tasmania Morgan spent only three years as a magistrate 
then edited several newspapers.  This was not very lucrative and he 
worked hard to get his marines half-pay re-instated.  When he returned 
briefly to Perth in March 1858, he introduced himself in a newspaper 
advertisement as ‘John Morgan HP Royal Marines’, suggesting that he 
had succeeded.  

His advertisement was soliciting orders for a book he was writing on 
his recent overland trip from Albany and 
also covering the foundation years of 
WA.  Unfortunately the book was never 
published.  But the advertisement caught my 
eye because he also described himself as 
author of The Life and Adventures of William 
Buckley:  Thirty-two Years a Wanderer 
Amongst the Aborigines of the Unexplored 
Country Round Port Phillip.

Buckley was a convict who had fled the ill-
fated 1803 settlement of Victoria.  He lived 
with the Aborigines in the area centered 
round modern Geelong before making 
contact with members of John Batman’s 
advance party in July 1835.  This book, first 
published in Hobart in 1852, remains the 
standard work on Buckley – and is still in 
print.

UWA library has a first edition, and at least five later editions are available 
from libraries around Perth.  The best is the 1967 Heinemann edition 
which, under the splendid new lending rules, I was able to borrow from 
the State Library.  This has an excellent introduction by C E Sayers.  The 
latest, the 2002 paperback from Text Publishing (reprinted 2009) is still 
available but has Tim Flannery’s name on the cover in place of Morgan’s 
on the strength of Flannery’s long introduction on Buckley.

Steve Errington

The 1991 paperback edition of 
John Morgan’s 1852 book on 
William Buckley.



Membership Subscription (from 1 July to 30 June - GST inclusive)

Life membership   $500

Annual membership
Ordinary    $25
Joint     $35
Pensioner / student / junior  $15
Corporate    $50

Meetings
General meetings are held each year in March, May, July, August or 
September (whenever is the Annual General Meeting) and November 
(also the end of year function).  These are held at the State Library of 
Western Australia and usually begin at 5.00 pm for 5.30 pm and conclude 
before 7.00 pm.

Newsletter
Published three times per year - March, July, and November (flyers will be 
sent out in May and September).  Articles from members and supporters 
are very welcome and the deadline for copy for the newsletter is 10 
February, 10 June, and 10 October each year.  The editor reserves the 
right to accept or reject articles and notices for publication.

Contact details
Friends of Battye Library website: 

http://www.friendsofbattyelibrary.org.au
For comments, more information, membership forms, a copy of the 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc) Constitution, or to send articles and 
notices for the newsletter, please contact:

The editor, Jennie Carter at  bevnjen@gmail.com
  or write to:

The President
Friends of Battye Library (Inc)
P O Box 216
Northbridge   WA   6865



J S Battye Library of West Australian History

Opening hours  Mon/Thurs 9.00 am - 8.00 pm
   Friday  9.00 am - 5.30 pm
   Sat/Sun           10.00 am - 5.30 pm
   Public holidays - closed

Retrievals  Every half hour during opening hours.

Telephone enquiries (08) 9427 3291    Fax enquiries (08) 9427 3256
Website  www.slwa.wa.gov.au    Email:info@slwa.wa.gov.au

Specialist staff:   Dr Sarah McQuade (Battye Historian) (08) 9427 3165
Steve Howell (Senior Subject Specialist : Battye) (08) 9427 3476
Carmel McRobert (Subject Specialist : Battye) (08) 9427 3305

State Library shop: Mon/Fri 10.00 am-5.00 pm. Sat & Sun 12.00 noon-5.00 pm.

State Records Office

The SRO Search Room on the Ground Floor is open for enquiries and use of material 
on weekdays from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm.  A Researcher’s Ticket is required.

Retrievals  Previous day Available 9.30 am
   11.00 am  Available 12.00 pm
   1.00 pm Available 2.00 pm

Requests for use of Government archives in the Battye Library must be lodged at the 
State Records Office by 1.00  pm if required the same evening and by 1.00 pm on Friday 
if required on the weekend; for continued use of the material in this way, the requests 
must be renewed on each occasion they are required.  Requests must also be submitted 
for after hours use of State Records Office microfilm.

Telephone (08) 9427 3360, website www.sro.wa.gov.au, email: sro@sro.wa.gov.au

The Genealogy Centre
Opening hours - as per Battye Library opening hours.

Specialist staff for Family History:Tricia Fairweather ((08) 9427 3395), Leonie Hayes
(08) 9427 3247.  Email: family.history@slwa.wa.gov.au

Volunteers from the Western Australian Genealogical Society Inc. (WAGS) are available 
to assist researchers on Tues, Wed, & Thurs from 9.30 am to 1.00 pm.


